
NEWS AND VIEWS 
UNDERHILL SOCIETY OF AMERICA, INC. 

http://underhillsociety.org 
Volume 41, Issue 1, November 2008 

 

 
   
  Elizabeth Underhill 
 

http://underhillsociety.org


 2 

CONTACTING THE SOCIETY 
 

President 
Carl J. Underhill 
3085 N. Bluff Court 
Hudsonville, MI 49426 
616-662-5061, 616-460-5295 (cell) 
poodlebj@yahoo.com 
 
Vice Presidents 
Harold Campbell 
PO Box 2897 
Setauket, NY 11733 
631-941-9392, 631-547-9148 (cell) 
hecampbell@ms.cc.sunysb.edu 
(November and Feb-Mar): 
11046 Seminole Palm Way 
Fort Myers, FL 33966 
239-939-1337 
 
Donald Underhill 
615 Bent Tree Road 
Euless, TX 76039-2117 
817-267-7928, 817-715-2084 (cell) 
dinberry@hotmail.com 
 
Everett A. Underhill 
27 Bruce Court 
Cedar Grove, NJ 07009-1716 
973-239-0887 
 
Treasurer 
Gloria Tucker 
10 Underhill Avenue 
Oyster Bay, NY 11771 
516-922-1294 
rjrdss@yahoo.com 
 
Historian 
Harriet Streek 
96 Euclid Avenue 
Massapequa, NY 11758 
516-799-8152 
streekerstwo@aol.com 
 
Library, Museum, and Antiquities  
Harry Macy, Jr. 
300 East 33rd Street, Apartment 5D 
New York City, NY 10016-9406 
212-686-8761 
harrymacy@yahoo.com 
 

Internet and Database Manager 
Melvin L. Underhill 
5008 Olde Creek Way 
Prospect, KY 40059-9685 
502-228-9241, muinbox@gmail.com 
 
Budget and Finance Director 
Samuel U. Mitchell 
30 Meritoria Drive 
East Williston, NY 11596 
516-747-6413 
 
Heritage Corner Director 
Inez Mae Hubka 
3091 Bristol Oak Drive 
Dowling, MI 49050-9766 
269-721-3830 
ihubka@yahoo.com 
 
Y-DNA Project Manager 
Robert Underhill 
9 Valley View Lane 
South Deerfield, MA 01373 
413-665-4094 
bunderhill@channing-bete.com 
 
Chairman of the Board 
George T. Underhill, Jr. 
(May 16-October 14) 
5101 Underhill Court 
Louisville, KY 40207-6102 
george@uhill.org 
 (October 15-May 15) 
183 Via Napoli, Wyndemere Country Club 
Naples, FL 34105-7112 
239-354-2816 
 
Archivist 
Editor: News and Views, Bulletin 
Philip Blocklyn 
PO Box 712 
Oyster Bay NY 11771 
516-833-6724 
1underhill1@optonline.net 
 
Education and Publishing Fund Trustees 
(Three-year terms expire 2009) 
Harry Macy, Jr., Chair 
Melvin L. Underhill 
Carl J. Underhill
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Cousins! 
 
In 2007 we were able to get just one issue of 
this newsletter published. We fell short of 
the goal of two or three issues. Similarly, we 
were not able to get our 2007 Bulletin 
published, either. There were just too many 
things going on and too few volunteers!  
 
Our organization totally depends on 
volunteers for continued operations. Without 
YOU we will not be able to offer the kind of 
sustained activities we have enjoyed over 
the years.  The Board is considering 
different aspects of what we can sustain, 
including whether to have an Annual or 
Biennial Meeting. This and other ideas were 
discussed at our Annual Meeting held in 
Oyster Bay, NY, on September 12-13. 
 
At that meeting, it was decided that the 2009 
Annual Reunion would take place in 
Deerfield, Massachusetts, on August 28-29. 
Details will be announced by Bob Underhill 
in the near future and will include 
information on events and attractions. 
 
It was also decided that the site of the 2010 
Annual Reunion would be chosen to attract 
both adults on their own and families with 
children, with programs developed to be 
expansive and inclusive of a variety of 
interests. The traditional meeting features 
will be retained, but additional activities and 
interestsðtogether with appropriate 
scheduling for families with childrenðwill 
be factors in scheduling the Reunion. 
Potentially, attending members could 
include the 2010 Reunion as part of a family 
vacation.   
 
Stay tuned and stay in touch! 
 
Carl J. Underhill, President 
 

MEET THE SOCIETY ARCHIVIST! 
 
The Board of Directors is pleased to 
introduce the new Underhill Society 
Archivist, Philip Blocklyn, who joined the 
Society in October 2007. Phil writes, by way 
of introduction: 
 
ñIôm excited to have begun work here in the 
archives and want to take this opportunity to 
introduce myself to you. 
 
ñI come to the Society with a background in 
rare books, having operated for many years 
a mail-order business in out-of-print books 
as well as a bookshop in Oyster Bay.  My 
graduate work in library science focused 
specifically on special collections. I have 
found my professional and academic 
experience useful in the short time I have 
been at work for the Society. 
 
ñIôm also fortunate to have the support and 
advice of John Catanzariti, the outgoing 
archivist, who has devoted so much time and 
effort in making me acquainted with the 
collections. It has been a challenge setting 
up the archivesô new office after the move 
from its old home, and I am indebted to John 
for his help and support. I must also thank 
Gloria Tucker for securing the officeôs new 
workstation and shelving, as well as the 
telephone (516-833-6724) and email 
(1underhill1@optonline.net) accounts. 
Thanks to John and Gloria, the office is now 
open and operational again for members, 
visitors, and researchers.ò 
 
Welcome aboard, Phil! We look forward to 
working with you. 
 
 
CJU 
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ANNUAL MEETING 2008 
 

As 2008 marked the one hundredth 
anniversary of the Captain John Underhill 
Monumentôs dedication at the Burying 
Ground on Long Island, it seemed only 
fitting that the Annual Meeting would be 
held in nearby Oyster Bay. 
 
Out-of-town attendees stayed at The 
Fairfield Inn in Syosset, where on Friday the 
twelfth, the Board of Directors held their 
annual meeting, before joining a group of 
sixteen for dinner at Christianoôs. 
 
Saturday, the group set out on an all-day 
tour of some of the areaôs notable historic 
sites, beginning with the Underhill Burying 
Ground, where the Societyôs officers 
presented speeches as originally delivered 
by the officers present at the 1908 
dedication ceremonies (see below for cast 
roster and transcript of the ceremony).  
 
The tour continued at Sagamore Hill, 
Theodore Rooseveltôs home from 1885 until 
his death in 1919. Unfortunately, time did 
not permit a visit to the Orchard House 
Museum, once the home of TRôs eldest son, 
Theodore, Jr.  
 
The group took a few moments to rest 
during lunch at the newly rebuilt Masonic 
Temple in Oyster Bay, where the Society 
now has its headquarters and archives. After 

sandwiches, there was time for all to 
introduce themselves and say a little about 
their particular Underhill family 
connections. Jane Swoboda made a brief 
presentation regarding a family album. 
Before leaving, everyone had a chance to 
see the archives and review a small 
exhibition of Society materials relating to 
the 1908 dedication ceremonies. 
 
The afternoon brought a house tour of 
Raynham Hall, home of Robert Townsend, a 
member of the Culper spy ring that gathered 
information for George Washington during 
the American Revolution. Raynham Hall 
was also the center of the British occupying 
forces in Oyster Bay, under the command of 
Col John Simcoe of the Queenôs Rangers. 
 
The tourôs last stop came at the Jericho 
Meeting House, where Sam Mitchell 
delivered an informative presentation on 
meeting house procedures and conduct. 
 
The day concluded at the Woodlands, a 
restaurant on the grounds of the Town of 
Oyster Bay Golf Course (formerly the Bruce 
Estate). After dinner, Town Historian John 
Hammond made a slide presentation of 
Oyster Bay in the year 1904. 
 
Next reunion: August 28-29, Deerfield, MA! 
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UNDERHILL BURYING GROUND CEREMONIES CAST 
(in order of appearance) 

 
  MASTER OF CEREMONIES  Jay Tucker 

  JOHN TORBOSS UNDERHILL Carl Underhill 

  FRANCIS JAY UNDERHILL  Don Underhill 

  THEODORE ROOSEVELT  Sam Mitchell 

  D. HARRIS UNDERHILL  Harold Campbell 

  THOMAS P. PETERS   Harry Macy, Jr. 

 
 
Colonel John Torboss Underhill, Society 
President: 
Ladies and Gentlemen, we are gathered to 
witness the unveiling of the monument. 
Captain John came to this area after being in 
Boston and New Hampshire. He also was in 
Southold, as that is where his first wife is 
buried. Captain John lived the remainder of 
his life here, dying in 1672. He is buried 
near this monument, which The Committee 
now unveils after eight years of work. 
 
 Francis Jay Underhill, Society Vice-
President: 
Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, as the 
Vice President of the Society, I accept on 
behalf of the Society this memorial to 
Captain John Underhill. Mrs. Lydia 
Lawrence donated the tablets, and her 
daughter Mrs. Tonetti executed the tablets. 
The Committee was appointed in 1900 and 
work was inaugurated by President 
Doremus. I want to thank the committee for 
its untiring zeal and devotion in order that 
we might unveil this shaft. 
 
Theodore Roosevelt, President of the 
United States: 
Colonel Underhill, Friends and Neighbors, I 
was pleased to receive this invitation. It is a 
good thing the founder of this family has a 
monument to his honor. There have been 
Underhills I have known in many walks of 
life, on land and on water. The Underhills of 
today have served as good soldiers and 
citizens. There is one lesson we here in 
America should keep before us; it is our 

oneness, our unity as a people, and one way 
to exemplify that is by a family gathering. I 
thank you for giving me the chance to meet 
you all. I wish you good luck. 
 
D. Harris Underhill, Society Historian 
and Corresponding Secretary: 
President Roosevelt, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Regrets have been received from the 
following personsðI will not read the 
letters, but give the names of the parties: 
Commandant Goodrich of the Navy Yard 
The Governor of Massachusetts 
The Mayor of Boston 
The Governor of New York, Charles Evans 
Hughes 
The Society of Colonial Wars 
Several Members of the Family 
 
Thomas P. Peters, Editor of the Brooklyn 
Daily Eagle:  
I thank you all for inviting me. Captain John 
Underhill, whom the shaft commemorates, 
was a most picturesque figure. In judging 
this man, we place him in his surroundings, 
study his times. We can call him a scholar. 
Captain John figured in the making of five 
states: New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, and New York, 
He was a man of power and 
accomplishment, a man worthy to be head of 
a great family. May this shaft, 
commemorating a great ancestor, remind 
those who look upon it that they owe a duty 
to their descendants to be also worthy 
ancestors. 
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ANNUAL MEETING 2008 

For further information on tour sites: 
 

 
 
Underhill Burying Ground 
Underhill Society of America 
PO Box 712 
Oyster Bay NY 11771 
516-833-6724 
1underhill1@optonline.net 
www.underhillsociety.org 
 
Sagamore Hill National Historic Site 
20 Sagamore Hill Road 
Oyster Bay NY 11771 
516-922-4788 
www.nps.gov/sahi 
 
Matinecock Masonic Historical Society 
PO Box 67 
Oyster Bay NY 11771 
516-922-4156 
 
Raynham Hall Museum 
20 West Main Street 
Oyster Bay NY 11771 
516-922-6808 
info@raynhamhallmuseum.org 
www.raynhamhallmuseum.org 
 
The Oyster Bay Historical Society 
Earle-Wightman House 
20 Summit Street 
Oyster Bay NY 11771 
516-922-5032 
tk@oysterbayhistory.org 
www.oysterbayhistory.org 
 
For information on the Jericho Meeting 
House 
Contact: 
Betsey Murphy 
Local History Librarian 
Jericho Public Library 
1 Merry Lane 
Jericho NY 11753 
516-935-6790 ext 28 
info@jericholibrary.org 
www.jericholibrary.org/localhistory.htm  

 

 
 

Sagamore Hill in an undated photograph 
 
 

 
 

Raynham Hall c 1950 
 

 
 

Earle-Wightman House, 1906 
 


