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PRESIDENT’S NOTES 
Dear Cousins! 
 
  The 2004 Annual Reunion was conducted in Sept. 2004 in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan.  Those who attended enjoyed the 
weekend.  Plans are already underway for 2005! 
   
  The 2005 Annual Reunion is being planned Sept. 30 – Oct. 2, 
2005 for Asheville, NC; the 2006 in Vancouver, BC; the 2007 
in Austin or San Antonio, TX; and the 2008 in Oyster Bay, 
NY.  An organizing committee under the leadership of Hans 
Hammer of Atlanta, GA will make next year’s Annual 
Reunion the best yet! 
   
  In an effort to “win back”  lapsed members we made a special 
appeal via a personal letter about a month ago.  We hope that 
those who received our special appeal have sent in their 
renewal.  A reminder about renewal of 2005 memberships 
should be received soon.  We urge immediate attention to that 
reminder.  Keeping your membership current is important to 
the Underhill Society.  Since one of the primary purposes of 
the Society is to serve member needs we are always pleased to 
receive your input.  If you have an idea please let us hear 
about it.  Simply contact one of the volunteer board members 
(most have E-mail).  Every effort will be devoted to getting a 
response to you as soon as possible. 
   
  Every effort is being made to make our newsletter as 
comprehensive as possible.  Family events such as family 
gatherings, births, deaths, marriages, personal achievements 
are all newsworthy.  Please continue to send items for the 
newsletter together with a picture (if possible).  Our newsletter 
becomes a kind of historical document and one that is useful 
in data collection and research in years to come. 
   
  The Education and Publishing Fund produces a more 
scholarly publication called the Bulletin.  Readers are invited 
to send input for that publication.  The many “hobby”  and 
“ family”  historians who helped produce the Underhill 
Genealogy books are writers whose material might be good 
material for the Bulletin.  Again, the historical value of that 
publication is important to continuing the Underhill story. 
   
  I consider it a personal honor and privilege to serve on the 
board of the Underhill Society.  I also thank the other 
volunteer members of the board for their service.  

 

 
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

 
As we go to press, the Society is pleased to report that we 
have 390 members in the U. S. and 22 members in other 
countries (Canada, United Kingdom, Australia, and 
Switzerland).  A total of 108 libraries in the U. S. and Canada 
receive our publications.  The Underhill Society is grateful for 
members who joined in 2004!   They are: 
 
Nancy Aiello, Valley Stream, NY 
Bette Jean Barrett, Franklin, MA 
Connie Bischoff, Coral Gables, FL 
Char les Amidon Brewster , Manchester Center, VT 
Candace L. Campbell, Monrovia, CA 
Owen and L illa Clough, Watertown, NY 
Francis Ward Crossen, Phoenix, AZ 
Rev. John F. Crossen, Mercersburg, PA 
Arvid Axel Er ickson, Granite Falls, MN 
Richard Haviland Field, Charlotte, NC 
Jan Goolsby, Elizabethtown, IL 
Lawrence Huntington Hynson, Beaufort, SC 
Alice L. Johnson, North Baldwin, NY 
Rober t Lambet Kahle, West Palm Beach, FL 
Karen Luth, Longwood, FL 
Valeta A. Johnsey Marcom, Jackson, TN 
Mrs. Nancy Bacon McMillan, Houston, TX 
James E. McPherson, Beaverton, OR 
Mrs. Dale Mower , Bangor, ME 
Beck &  Ken Muska, Millington, TN 
Gerald Dana Perkins, Brentwood, TN 
Kathleen Pofahl, North Syracuse, NY 
Mar ion (Underhill) Schar f, Kelowna, BC 
Oakleigh Judson Thorne, Silver Spring, MD 
Eliot Petersen Underhill, San Diego, CA 
Jack A. Underhill, Falls Church, VA 
Char les I . Wagner , Youngsville, NC §  
 

PARTICIPANTS NEEDED 
 
  The Underhill Y-DNA Project is ongoing.  It is used to 
establish paternal line genetic linkages for which conventional 
proof has not been found.  Our project is based on the basic 
12-marker test so as to keep the cost down to $101.  A 
donation of $1,000 would allow us to double our current 
sample and could result in a giant leap forward in mapping the 
Underhill family.  You can join the study by going to 
www.familytreedna.com or by contacting our Project 
coordinator, Bob Underhill, at bunderhill@comcast.net.  §  
 
 

 

mailto:bunderhill@comcast.net
http://www.familytreedna.com/
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2004 ANNUAL REUNION 
“ FAMILY PICTURE”  

 
L to R: Samuel U. Mitchell, E. Williston, NY; Harry Macy, 
Jr., NYC, NY; Gregory and Cathy Digue’ , Indianapolis, IN; 
Carl and Elyse Underhill, Allendale, MI; Dr. George and 
Grace Bacon, Ann Arbor, MI; Harold and Dorothy Campbell, 
Setauket, NY; Hans Hammer, Atlanta, GA.  Not pictured is 
Merrilee Morrison-Cotter, Ionia, MI and Inez M. Hubka, 
Dowling, MI.  §  
 

WISDOM FOR THE AGES 
 

Presented here is material contained in a newspaper clipping from 
among the numerous collections of the Editor’s Great Aunt, Shirley 
May (Underhill) Pope.  She was a Director of the Underhill Society 
for a number of years and was the Founder of the Underhill Society 
Chapter in Bellaire, Michigan known as “The Great Northern 
Underhills.”    The name of the paper and the date of the clipping 
were not noted. 
 

� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �
�

BREVITIES 
 
  Materialism is the great destroyer of reverence.   
  Never tell yourself a lie; others will tell you enough.   
  An honest business betokens an honest soul behind it.   
  The hardest task is easy when we know that God helps. 
  A real worker asks, How much can I do; a shirk, how little? 
  Anarchy encourages no prayer and acknowledges no God. 
  No man can make a whole return to God with only half his 
heart. 
  There is nothing like the love of God to make a person detest 
evil. 
  Great forward moments require great faith, else they don’ t 
move. 
  Godlessness and prayerlessness carry their own punishments 
along with them. 
  The most successful man is the one who contributes most to 
the good of his fellow men. 

 

  Service is the stuff out of which characters are made.  We 
should always be rescuing somebody. 
  We believe that God still has an oversight in earthly affairs, 
and that the tokens of it will appear to a majority of the race 
ere long. 
  Every religious movement has its ups and downs, but if one 
perishes utterly another arises in its stead as regularly as the 
stars of heaven. 
  Some churches would do much for themselves by studying 
earnestly to do something for others.  The law of service is the 
law of growth and happiness. 
  The only cure for doubt is obedience; the only cure of 
selfishness is sacrifice; the only cure for indolence is work.  
Any of these ailments can thus be cured. 
  Purpose is success, if it be rightly aimed; and a benevolent 
purpose brings a contentment of heart that causes life to 
flower late and bear winter fruit; it fosters the best life. 
  To know how to spend one’s time and means and energies so 
as to make the most of them in blessing others, is to be in 
possession of the secret of true pleasure seeking. 
  An earnest wish is father to many a permanent thought.  
Aspire after the best things, long for them, strive to obtain 
them.  You cannot tell what noble possessions your secret 
wishes may yet bring you into. 
  God’s true people are workers or they are nothing at all.  “Go 
work in my vineyard.”   A holy, happy, busy, harmonious body 
of Christians are what make the church attractive and Christ-
like: they give it a  [the rest is incomplete].  §  
 

REVEREND ALFRED UNDERHILL 
AND FAMILY 
Bellaire, Michigan 

 
R to L:  Byron Montraville b Mar 15, 1855; Almerion Moss 
(Jack); Charles Lawrence; Herbert Jabez; George Adelbert; 
Front L to R: Sarah A.; Rebecca (Beaman) Hawks; Rev. 
Alfred Clark Underhill; Cynthia A.  See Underhill Genealogy, 
Vol. 5, pp. 311 and 456-458; Vol. 6, pp. 1551-1552; and Vol. 
7, pp 107-108 and 191-192.  Frances B. Young of Central 
Lake, Michigan forwarded this picture to the Society.  §  
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Boys and Girls Department 
 

Dolly’s Lesson 
Bessie Francina Braley 

 
Now Dolly, this is shameful! 
  To think a child of mine 
Should act so very ‘culiar 
  And mope and pout and whine. 
 
I told you all about it. 
  How we must ‘serve our food, 
I ‘splained ‘bout Mr. Hoover, 
  And thought you understood. 
 
This was is awful, Dolly, 
  And things are very bad; 
And lots of folks are hungry, 
  And lots of folks are sad. 
 
But we can help some, Dolly, 
  If we can’ t go and fight. 
We musn’ t waste our victuals, 
  But eat up every bite. 
 
It makes me very sorry. 
  That you don’ t ‘preciate 
The nice good food I give you, 
  But leave it on your plate. 
 
We mustn’ t fuss nor grumble, 
  If we don’ t have much cake. 
And dark bread’s just as healthy, 
  As what they used to make. 
 
It’s very, very essential, 
  That we should do our bit. 
And it is just the slackers 
  Who grumble over it. 
 
Now put your smile on, Dolly, 
  And wipe away that tear, 
You’d never be a slacker, 
  Now would you, Dolly Dear?  §  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MILITARY MEMBERS OF OUR FAMILY 
 
At the request of your Editor, many responses have been received to the 
request for a picture and/or information about family members who served in 
or who are currently serving in the Armed Forces.  This is a continuation of 
the report begun with the last issue of the newsletter. 
 
CAPT. JOHN UNDERHILL 

 
This is an artist’s conception of what Capt. John Underhill 
might have looked like at the time of the “First Muster.”   
Considerable research went into this likeness to include his 
age (39-years), his field uniform as a member of the Queen’s 
forces in Holland and his helmet which carries a pheasant 
feather denoting the rank of captain, his armaments, facial 
details, his body (his height of approximately 5’10” ), and the 
background scenes.  The artist is Ralph Fournier. The 
Underhill Society’s former Chairman of the Board and Past 
President, N. Robert Underhill (now deceased) commissioned 
this work on behalf of the Underhill Society.   
 
FREDERIC EDGAR UNDERHILL 

 
Frederic was a Heredity Member of the Veteran Corps of 
Artillery, Military Society of the War of 1812.  He was also a 
member of the Sons of the Cincinnati, the Holland Society, the 
Sons of the Revolution, the St. Nicholas Society, the Sons of 
the Colonial Wars, a Captain in the Officers Reserve Corps, 
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and a member of Company K, Seventh Regiment of NYC.  
His lineage is reported in the Underhill Genealogy, Volume 7, 
p. 297. 
 
JAMES DUNLAVY BAILEY 

 
Jim served from July 1943-March 1946 in the U. S. Navy 
Reserve – CB – in the South Pacific (Philippines, New 
Guinea) as a Machinist’s Mate Second Class).  He is the son 
of William D. Bailey, Commander, USNR – CB – Jim’s 
Commanding Officer; great grandson of Reuben H. Underhill 
(1831-1908 and 2nd cousin of Dudley Field Underhill (former 
Board Member of the Society).  Jim served as Editor of the 
News and Views.  He is a 1951 graduate of Cornell University 
in Civil Engineering.  His lineage is reported in the Underhill 
Genealogy, Volume 5, p. 829. 
 
JOHN GRIDLEY UNDERHILL 

 
Captain John Gridley Underhill served in the U. S. Army Air 
Corps from 1943-1946.  He first served as a Flight 
Maintenance Engineer in Spokane, WA at the Spokane Army 
Air Depot.  John then volunteered to become a B-29 Flight 
Engineer and went to training school in Texas.  John and his 
wife Jean reside in Slingerlands, NY.  His lineage is reported 

in the Underhill Genealogy, Volume 5, p. 729 and Volume 7, 
p 360. 
 
RICHARD EARL UNDERHILL 

 
Richard is a son of Luther Cowan Underhill as descendant of 
the “William Thomas Underhill of Seneca Co., New York 
family and his lineage is recorded in the Underhill Genealogy, 
Volume 8, pp. 1379-1380.  He was an Aviation Electronic 
Technician while operating radio on SP-2 H Lockheed 
Neptune Aircraft 1967-1973.  Another picture of Richard 
appeared in the August issue of this newsletter. 
 
CHARLES UNDERHILL 

 
Charles Underhill enlisted in the U. S. Air Force in March 
1953 and served until June of 1975 just a little over 22 years 
service.  He served as an electronic technician working on 
radar, computer and communication systems.  He served in 
Korea, Japan, Philippines, Vietnam, Spain, Morocco and 
several locations in the United States.  Most of these locations 
were radar sites or security service intelligence sites.  When he 
retired he had attained the rank of CMSgt (E-9) the highest 
enlisted grade in the Air Force.  He received several 
decorations which included a Bronze Star, Four Air Force 
Commendation Medals, Vietnam Medal of Service to Vietnam 
along with numerous campaign and unit medals.  He is a 
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descendant of the branch of the family referred to as “John 
Underhill of Cecil County Maryland,”  and his lineage is 
reported in Volume 8 of the Underhill Genealogy, pp. 1142-
43. 
 
HERBERT, ALICE, FLORUS, DONALDA, DONALD 
UNDERHILL 

 
This composite picture of 5 of the 7 children of Alfred Clark 
Underhill shows Herbert Marshall Underhill, Alice Ruth 
(Underhill) Riley, Florus Carl Underhill, and twins Donalda 
Doreen (Underhill) Olson and Donald Delbert Underhill in 
uniform during WWII.  Their lineage is reported in the 
Underhill Genealogy, Vol. 7, pp. 301-302 and elsewhere. 
 
KARL WAYNE UNDERHILL 
Karl is the son of Edward Clark Underhill and a descendant of 
Reverend Alfred Clark Underhill (see picture elsewhere in this 
newsletter).  Karl was born May 12, 1972 in Howell, MI.  
During his military service he was stationed in Measau, 
Germany, Bosnia, and the National Training Center in 
California for a year.  He served in U. S. Army from Apr. 
1994 to Jun. 1997 and achieved the rank of E-4.  He is 
currently a contractor with Combat Service Associates in a 
logistics position supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom in the 
Middle East.  His lineage is reported in the Underhill 
Genealogy, Vol. 7, p. 628. 
 
SSG RICHARD CARL UNDERHILL 

 

This is a picture that appeared in the September 14, 2004, 
issue of The Grand Rapids Press in an article titled “ Iraq is 
likely destination for 500 from area Guard.”   SSG Underhill is 
the son of LTC (Ret) Carl J. Underhill.  His lineage is reported 
in the Underhill Genealogy, Vol. 7. p. 627-8. 
 
MAJOR JOHN MICHAEL McNEALY 

 
Major McNealy is the son of Kathaleen Dell Calland and John 
Richard McNealy.  He married Sarah Lynore Carnes on June 
19, 2004 at Fort Leavenworth, KS the day after his graduation 
from the U. S. Army Command and General Staff College.  
Mike’s lineage is reported in the Underhill Genealogy, Vol. 6, 
p. 974.  This picture was taken outside the chapel where they 
were married.  See his letter printed elsewhere in this 
newsletter.  §  
 

FAMILY UPDATES 
 

FRANCES B. YOUNG 
  In a letter to the Underhill Society, Frances wrote “ I do not 
have a recent picture of myself.  But can tell you a little of my 
history.  When I was quite young and we and my family the 
Eugene William Chapins lived in Bellaire [Michigan], we 
often visited the men pictured in the photo I sent [see picture 
of the Reverend Alfred Underhill and family elsewhere in this 
newsletter].  We were also sent to Herb Underhill’s for milk 
and Aunt Cad would be making donuts in the evening.  About 
myself – I go to Sr. dinners on Wednesday in Central Lake, 
also the C. Lake Historical Society has an old house they are 
refurbishing and I am active in this project.  I have a 
granddaughter who lives in Ellsworth and her and Joe have a 
daughter Abbigaile, and Yvonne has a daughter Emily by her 
first marriage.  My brother Theodore Newell Chapin passed 
away a year ago.  He has a son Theodore N. (Teddy) who lives 
in Westwood, Calif.  I am having eye surgery in December.  
Sincerely, Frances B. Young.”  [5067 Rushton Rd, Central 
Lake, MI 49622-9797] 
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McNEALY FAMILY 
 
  Major John Michael McNealy is currently serving in 
Baghdad, Iraq.  He goes by “Mike.”   His wife Sarah was a 
classmate of Mike’s at the University of Virginia and she 
served in the U. S. Army in Texas, Virginia, Germany, and 
was deployed to Bosnia and Albania where she received a 
Bronze Star for her work there.  Sarah separated from the U. 
S. Army as a Captain in 2001 after 8 years of service and she 
is currently working as a consultant doing Emergency 
Preparedness Planning and Training at Texas A&M, College 
Station, Texas.     
  Anyone who would like to contact Mike may send either a 
letter addressed:  Major J. Michael McNealy, MNC-I (C2), 
Victory Base South, APO AE 09342-1400 or by E-mail to 
mike.mcnealy@us.army.mil 
  What follows is a copy of a letter sent by Mike after his 
arrival in Iraq.  The letter was received by the Society in mid-
September, 2004.  This letter is reprinted with his permission. 
“Dear Family and Friends, 
  Well I have been in country for almost three weeks now so it 
would seem it’s time for me to give you a re-cap of what life 
is like in Iraq.  To begin, it took forever to get here.  Woke up 
at 0200 on Monday 23 August so that I could drop off my 
bags to a collection point by 0330.  Once the bags were 
dropped off we went over to the company where we waited 
until 0430 when I was able to draw my Beretta 9 mil.  After 
that I was transported by military vehicle to the first staging 
area where I was able to sit with Sarah for about two hours 
saying our goodbyes until they transported us to the second 
staging area.  At the second staging area they gave us 
breakfast, did some last minute paperwork (if necessary) and 
handed out some goody bags from the VFW (Veteran’s of 
Foreign Wars) and Wal-Mart.  After that it was a quick bus 
ride to Gray Army Airfield to get on the chartered flight.  As 
we boarded the plane, the 1st Cavalry Division had their four 
man Cavalry flag detail standing at attention for all of us.  
Wheels up at 1134…do the math, I’m tired already.  The first 
leg of the trip was very short, as we had to pick up some more 
soldiers in Topeka, Kansas.  Once that was complete we flew 
to Bangor, Maine where the plane re-fueled and we wandered 
around the terminal.  Neat story here, as we got off the plane 
and went through the gate, there were 35 former WWII 
soldiers and wives there to shake our hands and wish us well.  
Very touching.  Apparently, one of the ladies there has 
managed to know when every flight comes through (both out-
bound and in-bound to Iraq) and has met every plane.  Was 
able to call my parents and Sarah while I was there; told my 
Mom to go to her back deck in Nova Scotia and look to the 
South West to wave.  Took off after about an hour and a half 
on the ground (Vets shook our hands again as we boarded).  
Next stop was Shannon, Ireland where, at 0600, I was able to 
have a pint of Beamish Irish Stout.  Back on the plane and 
then it was off to Budapest, Hungary for another refuel.  
Sadly, we were plane-bound in Hungary and were not able to 
get off the plane.  Finally, after absolutely too many hours of 

flying, we arrived in Kuwait City, Kuwait, where we waited 
an hour before taking an hour bus ride to Camp Doha, Kuwait.  
There, at a very late hour in the night we were given a briefing 
on Camp Doha and all the major events that would occur 
before we were able to fly to Iraq.  The bottom line was that 
we were now considered to be in a combat zone.  After a 
quick midnight dinner, we drew our SAPI plates (the 
bulletproof components that go into our protective vests) and 
then found a cot to lay on for an hour or two before finding 
out which flights were scheduled to go to Iraq the next day.  
The announcement was made at about 0400 that at 0700 there 
would be a manifest call for the next flight out.  So, after a 
little bit of sleep we went to the manifest to find out that we 
did make the manifest for the 1300 flight.  So we grabbed our 
stuff very quickly for the return bus ride back to the airport 
where we processed through again and waited for the plane, a 
C-130.  While we waited for the plane we were able to get 
lunch at a Subway that was right there at the airfield.  It was a 
nice distraction to sit in an air-conditioned tent, eating 
Subway, while it was 120F outside.  Finally, the plane was 
loaded up and we took off for Iraq.  For those unfamiliar with 
a C-130, for our flight it was configured with four rows of 
seats running the length of the plane, perpendicular to what 
you see in a normal plane.  I was sitting on one of the inside 
rows, very hot until the A-C kicked in.  Due to the normal 
enemy situation, as we approached Baghdad, the pilots 
followed the procedure of a very (and I mean very) steep 
descent into the airfield.  Quick enough and steep enough that 
my sinuses in my forehead felt like they were going to burst.  
At one point we banked so hard that from the center of the 
plane, I could see out the higher than normal window and see 
nothing but ground.  Nice.  Landed without incident and at 
1600 local, Wednesday, 25 August I stepped onto Iraqi soil.  
Waited about an hour or two before getting a ride to Victory 
Base South, movement completed from Texas to Iraq.  The 
effect of all the constant movement from the past two days 
caused me to feel as if I was still moving forward whenever I 
stood in place for more than a minute or two…kinda funny.  
So by the time my battle buddies (Majors Dave Barlet & Jeff 
Stewart) and I arrived at Victory Base, the sun was setting, it 
was still really hot, and we were tired and hungry.  We got 
settled into our temporary quarters (air conditioned 6 man 
tents with wood floors and cots) and then checked out the 
dining hall where we were able to have a decent dinner before 
falling asleep quickly back at the tent.  End of Day 1. 
  Food:  The dining hall here is very nice in Army terms and I 
do not go hungry.  It’s not gourmet, but it’s also not home 
cookin’ .  Because I work day shift and the weather is so hot, I 
normally grab some stuff for lunch and take it with me to the 
Palace where I work.  That saves me from the 10-minute walk 
to the dining hall from the Palace in the middle of the day 
(114-120F).  The best part of the dining hall is the ice cream 
(great ice cream in the Middle East) that I will have to eat in 
moderation. 
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  Weather:  Hot and cloudless.  Though we did have a few 
clouds the other day which made for a nice sunset.  Damn hot 
though. 
  Work:  I work in the Al Faw Palace… a real palace that 
Saddam had made to commemorate their victory over the 
Iranians on the Al Faw Peninsula during the Iran-Iraq 
War…though I doubt many of the soldiers ever came here to 
see it.  It is an incredibly decorated palace with marble 
everything and really goes beyond description.  From the 
outside it looks like a plain brown palace, but inside it is 
amazing.  As for my job, let’s just say that I work in a job that 
allows me to know everything that’s going on in the country.  
Beyond that, I am on a 12-hour shift… 12 on, 12 off.  But 
between getting up in the morning, PT, breakfast, coming in 
early to prep for the day, etc., I have about two hours or so to 
myself a night.  Once a week I get a half-day off…just work 6 
hours…which is really just two hours shy of a normal 
workday I guess. 
  Tent to Trailer:  I was fortunate in that I only spent 5 nights 
in the tent before a trailer opened up for Dave and me.  It’s not 
luxurious by any standards, but a nice little place to sleep and 
get some solitude.  Because Dave works the night shift, I 
really have it to myself when I am there.  And of course it has 
A/C.  Most people had to spend about two months in the tents 
before they got a trailer…Dave and I got lucky, however the 
shower and latrine are about 100+ meters away…in different 
directions…fun. 
  The base is run by Kellogg, Brown and Root, which contract 
out to different countries for the different services.  The 
Indians run most things, but we also have local Iraqis working 
the Base as well as Philippinos.  The base is a relatively safe 
area, but there are incidents now and then that remind you that 
you are in a combat area and there are bad guys outside the 
base.  Of course with the day-to-day info I manage, it’s not 
something I forget. 
  Mail/E-mail:  My mail is delivered to me here at the Palace 
by about 1600 everyday.  So you can imagine I get a bit antsy 
by 1500 for the mail.  E-mail I can do from my desk, but 
because of all the activity here where I work, I don’ t get the 
chance to E-mail too much for too long. 
  Phoning home:  Normally I can call before or after my shift.  
There are more than enough phones to go around.  The trick is 
that when I call in the morning, I am talking to Sarah who is a 
day behind and it’s night.  When I get off shift at 1900, when I 
call her, it’s the same day at 1000. 
  Connected to the world.  We get the normal Internet feeds at 
work and the Fox News station is always available to watch 
from my workstation.  There is also Armed Forces Network 
which plays a whole lot of everything…I have been able to see 
a few innings of the Red Sox games in the past two weeks. 
  As for the Coalition Forces, there are A LOT of Coalition 
partners here doing the same hard work as the U. S.  The Brits, 
the Canadians, Italians, Hungarians, etc. to name a few of the 
25+ nations represented.  Does that sound contradictory to 
what a presidential candidate said the other day?  Also, as you 
probably know, lots of Air Force, Navy, and Marines. 

  I walk to most places I go to, most things are ten minutes 
away.  If I want to go to a larger PX (over at Camp Liberty 
which is actually connected to Victory Base) I take a shuttle 
bus.  Still, with the heat it can be an adventure.  The PX has 
most of the little things I need, toiletries which I run out, 
snacks if I need them, CDs, DVDs, etc. and the larger PX has 
a run shop, bazaar area and other shops.  The barber shop is 
run by the Indians as well and it’s great to listen to them speak 
their native language. 
  The mission is going great and a lot of great Soldiers, Sailors, 
Airmen, and Marines are doing an incredible job to help 
stabilize Iraq and take care of the bad guys.  And the Coalition 
Forces are doing it just as great as part of the team.  Don’ t let 
the media lead you to believe nothing is going right…I’d say 
the ratio of good to bad is 50:1, but the media is only reporting 
the 1.  It’s a tough uphill job, but we’re doing it and the good 
people of Iraq are grateful. 
  That’s about it for me here.  Sorry if I bored you, I just had 
received a lot of questions about how it was going, so I 
thought I’d capture it here.  I’m doing well and can’ t 
complain-there are lots of other posts here in Iraq that are 
more austere than Victory Base. 
  One last tidbit-as I was sitting in the dining hall one of my 
first nights here I looked up to see a huge banner with tons of 
signatures.  It was a “We Support Our Troops”  kinda banner.  
What was incredible about it was that it was from my 
hometown of Vienna, Virginia.  Small World. 
  Hope you all are doing well and staying safe.   
All the best, 
Mike”   §  
 

 
This is a picture of Major John M. McNealy and Lt. Col. 
Oliver North, USMC, Ret. shortly after Mike’s arrival in Iraq. 
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LETTIECE LYNN UNDERHILL 

 
Lettiece is the daughter of Edward Clark Underhill and a 
descendant of Reverend Alfred Underhill (whose family 
picture is elsewhere within this newsletter).  She was born 
June 9, 1967 in Howell, MI.  She worked in corporate 
advertising in Chicago then relocated to Florida where she is a 
Marketing Consultant in Tampa.  Her lineage is reported in the 
Underhill Genealogy, Vol. 7, p. 628. 
 

PEOPLE ARE LOOKING 
 
  The following requests for help were received by the Society.  
Anyone able to help is asked to contact the person listed 
directly. 
 
Glenn L. Pearsall, 1187 Garnet Lake Rd N, Johnsburg, NY 
12843 – E-mail: glenn.pearsall@ubs.com 
  “ I’m trying to determine if Sarah Underhill, who married 
James Pearsall November 27, 1752 at St George Church, 
Hempstead, NY might also be related to Captain John 
Underhill.  They had 4 sons:  Joseph who married Sarah 
Verity also at St George’s on June 4, 1776; James born 1755 
who married Mary (last name?) and had 9 children; Henry; 
and Daniel.  Incidentally, James Pearsall’s (Sarah Underhill’s 
husband) father was Henry Pearsall (b 1659-1702 d 1775).  
Henry married Martha or Muri, possible daughter of Chief 
Gowanus of the Mohegans.  Anything you have on this Sarah 
would be gratefully appreciated.”  
 
Geri Underhill Oster – E-mail: Odette803@aol.com 
  “ I have spent a great deal of time researching my Underhill 
family.  I cannot find a connection to my GGGgrandfather to 
the family he has been placed with in the Underhill Genealogy 
books.  His name is Jacob Underhill.  Born in New York ca 
1785.  According to the genealogy book, Jacob was the son of 
Samuel Underhill and Martha Quinby.  I cannot find him in 
any of the Quaker meetings or on any related web sites.  I find 
it interesting that Jacob lived next to Benjamin Underhill in 
New Castle in 1830 and also in Ohio in 1840 and until his 
death in Ohio in 1859.  I would appreciate any help with this.”  

OBITUARIES 
 
CHARLES STERLING UNDERHILL 

 
  The Society has learned of the death February 7, 2004 in 
Alexandria, VA of Charles Sterling Underhill.  He was born 
May 3, 1913 in Buffalo, NY and married Margaret Mary 
(Riley) Underhill who preceded him in death July 13, 1992.  
He was the first-born of the children born to Irving Slee 
Underhill and Edith Sterling Nichols.  His brother Irving Sears 
Underhill was born May 31, 1914 and served as the 7th 
President of the Underhill Society (1946-1950).  His younger 
brother, Walter Nichols Underhill was born Sept. 24, 1915 and 
his sister Ruth Ann Underhill was born Sept. 17, 1916.  
Charles was a devoted scholar of Mark Twain and was a 
charter member of The Mark Twain Museum of Buffalo.  The 
family is reported to have met Mark Twain when his 
grandfather, Charles M. Underhill, then in business in Buffalo, 
developed a friendship with him.  Charles’  father also knew 
Mark Twain and through this familiarity Charles was able to 
produce a report of the association with the Underhill family 
in the March 1928 issue of The Gleaner, a school magazine.  
He helped edit an article titled The Wolcott Letters that was 
included in the 1997-1998 issue of the Bulletin published by 
the Education and Publishing Fund of the Underhill Society.  
His obituary was published in The Washington Post on 
February 8 and 9, 2004 and the Buffalo News.  An article titled 
A Tribute to Charles S. Underhill was written by an associate, 
Professor Thomas Reigstad, and appeared in the Mark Twain 
Journal.  The family lineage is reported in the Underhill 
Genealogy, Volume 7, p. 359. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RESERVE THE DATE! 
September 30 – October  2, 2005 

Underhill Family Reunion 
Asheville, North Carolina 

Tell a friend and spread the word! 
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SHIRLEY MAY (POPE) MILKIE 

 
She was born Jun 21, 1925 and died Jul 9, 2002.  A Life 
Member of the Society, she lived in East Lansing, Michigan.  
Shirley was married Mar 16, 1946 to Marlin Marcelle Milkie.  
She is the daughter of Shirley May (Underhill) Pope (a former 
Director of the Society) and the sister of Robert George Pope 
(a former President of the Society).  She and Marlin are the 
parents of Sharon and Mark.  An earlier obituary appeared in 
this newsletter in the Fall 2002 issue (but without picture).  
Her lineage is reported in the Underhill Genealogy, Vol. 7, p. 
451 and Vol. 6, p. 1557. 
 
MAXWELL GEORGE HAMMER 

 
Maxwell died July 27, 2004, at the Leelanau Memorial Health 
Center, Northport, Michigan.  He was born March 15, 1911, in 
Cannon Township, Kent County, Michigan, the son of Adam 
and Ada (Zimmerman) Hammer.  On August 9, 1941, in 
Grand Rapids, he married the former Harriet Bosma who 
preceded him in death on November 30, 1950.  On September 
15, 1951, in Kalamazoo, he married the former Beryle Lucy 
Brownell, who preceded him in death on November 17, 1997.  
Maxwell was a retired veterinarian.  He studied veterinary 
medicine at Michigan State College, graduating in 1942.  
Maxwell was a life member of the Albion Rotary Club since 
1943 and a member of the Michigan Veterinarian Association.  

He worked with the Boy Scouts and was the first president of 
the Cherry Homeowners Association.  As a master 
woodworker and handyman he made thousands of creations 
during his 93 years including his Northport home.  Surviving 
are his five children: Suzanne Hammer of Hawaii; Melvin 
(Susan) Hammer of Madison, WI; Brian Hammer of Seattle, 
WA; Hans Hammer of Atlanta, GA; and Jarell Kuney of New 
Richmond, WI; sisters, Leola (J. Paul) Johnson of Three 
Rivers; and Crystal (William) Cuthbert of Potsdam, NY.   A 
Memorial Service was conducted Sunday, September 12, 
2004, at the Courtland-Oakfield United Methodist Church, 
Rockford, Michigan.  His lineage is reported in the Underhill 
Genealogy, Vol. 7, pp. 684-685. 
 
Any person with additional information concerning the 
death of any person listed below is asked to provide that to 
the Society.  I f a picture is available of the individual the 
Society would like to obtain a copy and any information. 
 
ROBERT E. BETTS 
He was born Apr 11, 1907 and died Jan 7, 1998 per the 
Society Security Death Index.  He was a member of the 
Society and his last known address was Garner, SC. 
 
MRS. JEANE IRENE (UNDERHILL) COLE 
She was born Mar 17, 1905 and died Apr 30, 1999 per the 
Social Security Death Index.  Her lineage is reported in the 
Underhill Genealogy, Vol. 5, p. 630.  She was a member of 
the Society and her last known address was Carmel, NY. 
 
CHARLOTTE ISABELLE (UNDERHILL) FLEHARTY 
She died May 3, 2001 at the age of 99 years.  Her lineage is 
reported in the Underhill Genealogy, Vol. 8, p. 1384.  Her last 
known address was Strathmore, CA and she was a member of 
the Society. 
 
ETHEL MAUD (UNDERHILL) GREENWOOD 
She died Jan 6, 2003 and her last known address was 
Glendale, CA.  Her lineage is reported in the Underhill 
Genealogy, Vol. 5, p. 744. 
 
MARCIA J. MILLER 
She died Apr 3, 2000 per information sent to the Society from 
Marian Cornell.  Marcia was a Life Member and resided in 
Chevy Chase, MD. 
 
MARGARET (MARJORIE) IRENE (UNDERHILL) 
PESSAGNO 
She died Jan 18, 2002 per information sent to the Society from 
her sister Mrs. June C. Underhill Cobb.  Her lineage is 
reported in the Underhill Genealogy, Vol. 5, p. 736.  Marjorie 
resided in Lake Worth, FL and was a member of the Society. 
 
HELEN (SHILCOCK) POST 
Her date of death is June 6, 1998.  She is the wife of Richard 
Post whose lineage is reported in the Underhill Genealogy, 
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Vol. 6, pp. 918-919 and in Vol. 7, p. 520.  Her last known 
residence was Newtown, PA. 
 
HAROLD EDWARD UNDERHILL 
He died Feb 1, 2001.  He resided in Arlington, TX and was a 
member of the Society. 
 
HERBERT HOOVER UNDERHILL 
He was born Mar 8, 1929 and died Feb 3, 1996 per the Social 
Security Death Index.  He was the youngest son of Charles 
Edward Underhill who lineage is reported in the Underhill 
Genealogy, Vol. 7, pp. 393-394.  He was a Life Member of the 
Society and resided in San Diego, CA. 
 
JOHN P. UNDERHILL 
No date of death is reported for this member.  His last known 
residence was Anchorage, AK. 
 
ROBERT F. UNDERHILL 
He died Jul 15, 2002 per the Social Security Index.  He was a 
member of the Society and his last known residence was 
Boston, MA. 
 
MRS. ELEANOR (UNDERHILL) WENISCH 
She is a Life Member of the Society and a cousin of N. Robert 
Underhill (former President and Chairman of the Board of the 
Society who is also now deceased).  Her lineage is reported in 
the Underhill Genealogy, Vol. 7, p. 491. Her last known 
residence was Scotia, NY.  §  
 

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS INFORMATION 
 
  With recent deployments of U. S. Service members, many 
are asking what they can do to show their support, especially 
for those serving overseas in this time of war.  Below are Web 
sites for several organizations that are sponsoring programs 
for members of the Armed Forces overseas.  Sending mail to 
“Any Service Member”  tends to flood the military mail system 
and the concerns of transportation and security make this 
undesirable.   
 
For information about deployed Marines try: 
http://www.usmc-mccs.org/News/deploy/supporttroops.asp 
Send a greeting via E-mail through Operation Dear Abby: 
http://anyservicemember.navy.mil/  
or www.OperationDearAbby.net 
Donate a calling card to help keep service members in touch 
with their families at Operation Uplink: 
http://www.operationuplink.org/ 
Sign a virtual thank you card at Defend America web site at 
http://www.defenamerica.mil/nmam.html 
Make a donation to one of the military relief societies: 
Army Emergency Relief at http://www.aerhq.org/ 
Navy/Marine Relief Society at http://www.nmcrs.org/ 
Air Force Aid Society at http://www.afas.org/ 
Coast Guard Mutual Assistance at http://www.cgmahq.org/ 

Donate to “Operation USO Care Package”  at 
http://www.usometrodc.org/care1.html 
Support the American Red Cross Armed Forces Emergency 
Services at http://www.redcross.org/services;afes/ 
Volunteer at a VA Hospital to honor veterans who bore the 
lamp of freedom in past conflicts. 
Donate to “Operation USO Care Package”  at 
http://www.usocares.org/home.htm. 
http://www.commissaries.com/certificheck/index.htm 
promotes the Gift of Groceries program that helps meet the 
family needs of our Guard and Reserve troops fighting the war 
on terrorism. 
Reach out to military families in your community, especially 
those with a loved one overseas.  §  
   

PRESERVATION OF LINEN 
 
  Recently, an inquiry was received concerning techniques to 
preserve linen.  Thanks to the efforts of John Catanzariti, the 
Archivist for the Underhill Society, several links were 
identified as having information about the professional care of 
textiles, including linen.   
http://www.prairienet.org/quilts/Preserve/preserve.htm 
http://www.rap-arcc.org/leaflets/tcwho19.htm 
http://textile-conservation-stamforduk.net/ 
http://www.textilelinks.com/care/preserve.html 
http://ianrpubs.uni.edu/textiles/nf137.htm 
 
The following links are more general in nature: 
http://www.threadpro.com/aboutus.htm 
http://www.oxyboost.com/cleaning_pages/linen.html 
http://www.srfabrics.com/care/linen.htm 
http://thelinenlady.com/care/care.htm 
http://www.white-works.com/reservation.htm 
http://www.entnet.org/museum/fabric.cfm 
http://www.ensheart.com/info/linen%20care.htm   
 
Caring for vintage linens (sources: Margin Dunn of Harriman, 
TN and http://www.mygrannysatticantiques.com) 
 
- Treat stains promptly.  Fresh stains are easier to remove 

than old ones. 
- When treating, place stained area face down on a clean 

paper towel or white cloth.  Apply stain remover to the 
underside of the stain. 

- Greasy stains, such as oil and butter, need to be covered 
with an absorbent, such as salt, and then followed by a 
stain remover. 

- Never soak or wash vintage linen in a washer. 
- Never dry vintage fabrics in the dryer. 
- Do not starch any fabric prior to storage. 
- When storing vintage linen, store with acid-free paper. 
- Do not dry clean vintage linens; always hand-wash. 
- Always rinse fabrics until the rinse water is clean enough 

to drink.  §  
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BOARD POLICIES ADOPTED 
 
  At the 2004 Annual Reunion the Board of Directors adopted 
the following policies: 
 

(1) Visits to the collection in Oyster Bay must be 
arranged through the Archivist. 

(2) Visitors must sign a register. 
(3) Visitors will use materials from the collection only in 

the presence of the archivist or another authorized 
member of the Society. 

(4) Visitors must wear archival gloves (supplied by the 
Society) when handling original documents or 
photographs. 

(5) The Society will charge 25 cents per page for 
photocopies, plus postage and $5.00 handling charge. 

(6) The Society will charge $12 per digital scan of 
photographs plus postage if the scan is not E-mailed. 

(7) The Society will charge $25 per photograph plus 
postage and handling in cases when the Archivist 
must travel to and from a photo shop. 

(8) Archival materials sent to researchers will contain the 
notice “not to be reproduced without the permission 
of the Underhill Society of America.”   §  

 
SOME MISSING INFORMATION 

 
The Society needs your help!  We find that we do not have a 
picture of the following individuals: 
 
Dudley Field Underhill who served as Chairman of the Board 
(1959-1967). 
John Garrett Underhill who served as the 6th President of the 
Society from 1940-1946. 
Irving Sears Underhill who served as the 7th President of the 
Society from 1946-1950. 
Robert Feeks Underhill who served as the 8th President of the 
Society from 1950-1954. 
John Garrett Underhill, Jr. who served as the 9th President of 
the Society from 1954-1956. 
 
The Society would appreciate a picture of any individual 
listed.  It would help complete our archives and be useful for 
future historical reference.  Of course, any picture provided to 
the Society could be returned, if desired.  §   
 

NEW BRUNSWICK, CANADA 
 
  The Society received a very nice E-mail from one of the 
many libraries that receive this newsletter and our Bulletin.  
The note said: 
  “Thank you for sending the Bulletin of the Underhill Society 
of America 2003-04.  We will be pleased to add it to the 
museum library.  You may be interested to know that our 
archival and library databases are now available for searching 

on the New Brunswick Museum’s website (www.nbm-
mnb.ca).  We do have documents relating to the Underhill 
family in New Brunswick that may be of interest to members 
of your society.  For example, we have a mortgage bond and 
discharge, Nathaniel Underhill and Silvanus Plumer, 1796, 
1798 (Maugerville Parish, Queens County, N. B.).  We would 
be pleased to provide photocopies of any of these documents 
to you, providing the item is in good condition. 
  “Please note our mailing address below.”  
Regards, 
Janet Bishop (jbishop@nb.aibn.com) 
Archives and Research Library 
New Brunswick Museum 
277 Douglas Avenue 
Saint John, NB E2K 1E5 
Canada   §  
 

2004 BOARD MEETING 
HIGHLIGHTS 

 
  The Board of Directors met Sept. 17, 2004, in Grand Rapids, 
MI.  The usual reports were received and accepted for filing 
from committees working as part of the board.  There was 
lengthy discussion concerning membership issues.  The 
Membership Secretary reported 161 Life Members and 181 
Members (Individual, Family, and Sustaining).  Some 217 
members were reported in arrears.  It was agreed that a special 
renewal appeal be sent asking each to reconsider and rejoin 
the Society.  A proposal to provide for graduated fees based 
on age at the time of enrollment as a Life Member was 
discussed.  The board agreed that the matter should be referred 
to the Membership Committee for their consideration and 
recommendation before acting on the matter.  The slate of 
nominees for office in the coming year was approved for 
recommendation to the members at the Annual Meeting to be 
held on Sept. 18th.  The board set Asheville, NC as the site of 
the 2005 Annual Reunion and Hans Hammer was appointed as 
the coordinator for the reunion.  The board also approved 
reunion locations for 2006 in Vancouver, Canada, 2007 in Fort 
Worth or San Antonio, TX and 2008 in Oyster Bay, NY. 
  

CONTACTING THE SOCIETY 
 
President - Carl J. Underhill 
(Editor for News and Views and Bulletin) 
3955 River Ridge Ct., Allendale, MI 49401-9584 
616-895-6963 cjunderhill@netpenny.net 
 
Vice President - Harold Campbell 
PO Box 2897, Setauket, NY 11733 
631-941-9392 HECampbell@ms.cc.sunysb.edu 
 
Treasurer - Phebe Alice Apgar 
6803 Spout Lane, Fairfax Station, VA 22039 
703-250-5277 apgars@starpower.net 
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Membership Secretary – Sarah Gibbs Underhill 
1150 Berme Rd., Kerhonkson, NY 12446-2902 
underhval@hvi.net 
 
Library, Museum, and Antiquities Director 
Harry Macy, Jr., 300 E 33rd St., Apt 5-D 
New York, NY 10016-9406 
212-686-8761 harrymacy@yahoo.com 
 
Internet & Database Manager - Melvin L. Underhill 
5008 Olde Creek Way, Prospect, KY 40059-9685 
502-228-9241 mel@win.net 
 
Heritage Corner Director – Cathy Digue’  
4683 Grand Haven Lane, Apt B, Indianapolis, IN 46280  
317-843-0319 cathydigue1@aol.com 
Budget and Finance Director – Samuel U. Mitchell 
30 Meritoria Dr., E. Williston, NY 11596  
16-747-6413 
 
Administrator, Y-DNA Project - Bob Underhill 
9 Valley View Lane, South Deerfield, MA 01373 
413-665-4094 Bunderhill@channing-bete.com 
 
Director at Large – Hans Hammer 
PO Box 451411, Atlanta, GA 31145-9411 
770-491-6770 hans.git-fit@juno.com 
 
Chairman of the Board - George T. Underhill, Jr. 
5101 Underhill Ct., Louisville, KY 40207-6102 
502-893-2197 gu@uhill.org 
 
Archivist – John Catanzariti 
107 E. Main St., Oyster Bay, NY 11771-2401 
johncat@verizon.net 
 
Education and Publishing Fund Trustees 
(3-year terms expire 2006) 
Harry Macy, Jr.; Melvin L. Underhill; Carl J. Underhill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

�
Annual Meeting, 2002, Saratoga Spr ings, NY.   This picture 
appeared in three previous issues of this newsletter.  We now 
know the names of everyone in the picture!  #10 was not 
named in the August issue but it turns out he is the father of 
our Membership Secretary (Sarah Gibbs Underhill). 
 
Standing, left to right:  Seated, left to right: 
  (1) Sandra B. Hibbard  Barbara Bailey 
  (2) Bob Jewett   Elyse M. Underhill 
  (3) Sarah Underhill  Hope W. Conley 
  (4) David Avery   Marge Underhill 
  (5) Ben Wells   Eleanor Underhill 
  (6) Everett A. Underhill        Jean Underhill 
  (7) Chris Avery   Ann Underhill 
  (8) John Underhill     Dorothy Campbell 
(9) Harold Campbell 

(10) William Webb Underhill 
(11) George T. Underhill 
(12) Carl J. Underhill 

The next issue of this newsletter 
is scheduled for publication by  

Monday, February 21, 2005 
 

Submissions for publication  
should be received by no later than  

Monday, February 7, 2005 
 


