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Dear Cousins! 
 
  It’s official!  The Society Headquarters has been relocated.  
We are still in Oyster Bay but no longer sharing quarters with 
the Townsend Society.  We are now in the basement of the 
Masonic Hall in downtown Oyster Bay.  The Masonic Hall 
has experienced a complete renovation and the facility meets 
our present requirements.  Here is a picture of the building 
where the Society is now located (in the basement area): 
 

 
Matinecock Lodge No. 806 F. & A. M. , Oyster Bay, L. I. 
 
  It is apparent however that our new facilities will no longer 
be able to house donated artifacts as there simply is no place 
to store and preserve them.  Thus, the only kinds of things the 
Society can presently accept are small items (e. g., family 
Bibles and documents). 
  It should be noted that at the present time the Society does 
not have an Archivist at the headquarters.  Our former 
Archivist is now retired (John is pictured in the snap shot 
below).  Until a new Archivist is secured for the Society we 
will not be able to make our collections available for on-site 
research.   
  Researchers are encouraged to check out our website.  We 
are able to provide limited assistance with family genealogists 
or family historians.  These kinds of requests should be 
referred to the President of the Society on an interim basis 
until a new Board of Directors Genealogist steps forward.   
 

 
Set-up group picture:  l to r – Carl Underhill, John Catanzariti, 
Ronald Underhill, Robyn Ham, Gloria Tucker.  The project 
was to unpack boxes and get things in position at our new 
Headquarters in Oyster Bay. 
 

 
On a side trip to the Underhill Burying Ground are Inez Mae 
(Underhill) Hubka and her cousin Ron Underhill after helping 
get things organized in the new offices of the Society.. 
 
  Our Vancouver 2006 Family Reunion featured a speech by 
Walter Mason of Saskatoon.  Walter presented a very 
impassioned speech to the attendees.  He is proud of his 
Underhill heritage (the son of Clara Evelyn Mason whose 
obituary appears in this issue).  Elyse Underhill translated the 
sign language used by Walter in his most impressive 
presentation.   
  While Walter is deaf and sight impaired he has not let that 
stand in his way!  He is a graduate of Gallaudet University in 
Washington, DC and has traveled throughout the US, Canada, 
Europe and the Soviet Union.  He is a retiree from Canada 
Post and, no doubt, is enjoying additional opportunities that 
only retirement can bring!  Thank you, Walter, for being my 
cousin and for the fine example you have been throughout 
your life and to your family. 
 
  Membership:  if there is anything about an organization that 
provides evidence of vitality it is membership.  We are very 

Consider a Life Membership in the 
Underhill Society – this is a great 

idea as a gift for grandchildren and 
others in your family! 
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proud of the many, many people who consistently, year after 
year, renew their membership with the Society.  We are 
grateful for that kind of loyalty! 
  So, why should a person be a member of the Society?  Here 
are a few reasons: 

- The Society helps to establish connections with 
others. 

- The Society offers excellent publications  
- The Society maintains a museum near the home town 

of our Family Founder, Captain John Underhill 
- The Society maintains family archives, historical 

items, documents, letters, and artifacts 
- The Society conducts Annual Reunions on a national 

basis 
- The Society provides limited genealogy support 
- The Society maintains an Internet Website where 

anyone can post a query or request for assistance, or 
submit their family lineage chart or receive other 
information on a variety of subjects 

- The Society offers a periodic newsletter and a more 
scholarly publication which highlights the historical 
record of Underhills through the Annual Bulletin. 

- The Society offers a research facility and library 
together with limited Archivist assistance on a 
scheduled (appointment) basis 

- The Society is one of the longest operating family 
volunteer organizations of its kind since it was 
organized in 1892 

  We have a rich heritage to be proud of and it is now our 
responsibility to see that the torch passed to us by past 
generations remains lit.  If you have not renewed your 
membership please do so right away.  We need you! 
 

 
 

2007 ANNUAL MEETING 
 
  The 2007 Annual Meeting will be held where the West 
begins, Fort Worth, Texas, on October 12 and 13, 2007.  Fort 
Worth is the nation’s 18th largest city.  Lodging will be at the 
Renaissance Worthington Hotel (Marriott) (known as The Star 
of Texas) in the historic stockyards area of downtown Fort 
Worth.  Meeting coordinators are Ken & Jean Underhill of 
Eastland, TX and Don and Diane Underhill of Euless, TX.  
They may be contacted direct at dinberry@hotmail.com or by 
telephone at 817-267-7928.  Full details will be announced in 
a special mailing at a later date.  However, travel and hotel 
reservations may be made now.  The hotel is located in 
downtown Fort Worth and is within walking distance of local 
sights.  It is situated about 17 miles from DFW Airport and 30 
miles from Dallas.  See www.renaissancehotels.com. 
 

  The 2008 Annual Meeting is being planned in Oyster Bay, 
Long Island in the commemoration year of the dedication of 
the monument to our Family Founder, Captain John Underhill.  
Full details concerning this assembly will be announced at a 
later time.  Gloria Tucker and her daughter, Robyn Ham are 
serving as coordinators for this meeting. 
 

2006 ANNUAL MEETING 
 

 
Attendees at the Underhill Society Annual Reunion 

Vancouver, B. C., Canada, 2006. 
Front row, l to r: Diane Underhill, Gloria Tucker, Robyn Ham, 
Margaret Underhill, Jean Underhill, Dorothy Campbell, 
Martha Holzschuer, Elyse Underhill.   
Standing, l to r: Don Underhill, Walter Mason, Jay Tucker, 
Everett Underhill, Kenneth Underhill, Harold Campbell, Carl 
Underhill. 
Vancouver 2006 Annual Meeting pictures: 

 
Walter Alfred Mason of Saskatoon and cousin Carl Jackson 
Underhill at “The Giggle Dam” in Vancouver. 
 

 
Gloria Robyn (Tucker) Ham and her mother Gloria Waldron 
(Bayles) Tucker at “The Giggle Dam” in Vancouver. 
 

http://www.renaissancehotels.com/
mailto:dinberry@hotmail.com
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Everett Andrew Underhill and wife Margaret Helen (Richards) 
Underhill while at “The Giggle Dam” in Vancouver. 
 

 
Dorothy Audrey (Burnham) Campbell and husband Harold 
Elliott Campbell while at “The Giggle Dam” in Vancouver. 
 

 
Finding their way around Vancouver were, l to r: Margaret 
Underhill; Jean and Ken Underhill; Don and Diane Underhill; 
Carl Underhill; and Walter Mason. 
 

WE GET LETTERS (AND GIFTS!) 
 
  Many members of the Society have recently received a letter 
and/or a gift from long-standing member, Red Underhill of 
Jacksonville, Florida.  In addition to a letter, Red sent to the 
Society President a “Light of the Cross” framed box with an 
image (that comes to life in a colorful display from a light 
bulb within).  In his letter, Red wrote:  “Dear Carl: Please find 
a ‘Light of the Cross’ enclosed for you and your family.  I’ve 
enclosed a list of the recipients of the cross – it’s just over 600 
recipients.  As you see I’m on my last 100 now.  I’m sure 20 
will be filled up by the summer.  I have 24 ordered now so 
when I get them I’ll get the rest of the Society folks done and 
some others.  My friend makes these for me.  Bulbs are 59c at 

Wal-Mart.  …  My dear friend Dr. Billy Graham sat in his 
wheel chair and read the copy from Chatt., Tenn. to Mrs. 
Graham.  Kerri told me they loved it.  Coach Moore has 12-14 
boy’s a week out to Franklin & Jane Graham’s house to eat.  
Coach Moore and all the Grahams are friends. 
  “P. S. – my grandsons Marshall and Dillon Underhill are the 
only kids in America to get TCB necklaces like Elvis.  Made 
from some mold.  Mr. Hays sent each one a letter to verify it.  
I need to get a photo of them wearing them.” 
 
 

 
 
The caption under this picture reads:  RC COLAS AND 
MOON PIES:  Three ranchers at the Florida Sheriffs Boys 
Ranch enjoy Moon Pies Red Underhill and County 
Commissioner Randy Hatch delivered to the Boys Ranch 
recently.  From l to r, Michael, Hatch, Dakota, Underhill and 
Mario.  Photo: Vanessa Fultz 
  An accompanying article by Vanessa Fultz titled “Boys 
Ranch Anniversary” was published in the Suwannee 
Democrat/Live Oak, Wednesday, January 31, 2007, p. 12A  
The article reads as follows: 
  “With the advent of the energy drink and explosion of candy 
bars on the market, many young people may not be privy to 
the RC cola and Moon Pie combination.  This is not the case 
for youth at the Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch, thanks to Red 
Underhill of Jacksonville. 
  “Underhill, a long-time supporter of the Boys Ranch, loaded 
up several cases of Moon Pies and RCs to deliver to the 
ranchers. 
  “And not just any Moon Pies. 
  “’Double-decker.  Chocolate, banana and vanilla,’ said 
Underhill proudly of the snacks. 
  “And did the flavor matter?  Why yes.  It was evident as 
three ranchers went fishing for a banana Moon Pie when 
Underhill delivered his goods recently. 
  “County Commissioner Randy Hatch assisted Underhill in 
the delivery.  Both showed up with RC and Moon Pie hats that 
read, ‘It’s a Southern thing.’ 
  “While he was there, Underhill also shared with the boys 
some good old history and wisdom. 
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  “Underhill said delivering the goodies was his way of 
showing support and appreciation to the ranch. 
  “Chattanooga Bakery in Tennessee donated the Moon Pies 
and Underhill purchased the sodas.  Underhill also delivered 
his snacks to Cal Farley’s Boys Ranch in Texas.” 
 
Yet another article featuring Red Underhill: 
 

 
 
This picture appeared in the Plainview Daily Herald, Tuesday, 
November 15, 2005.  The caption read:  “Unloading a plow – 
Charles ‘Red’ Underhill (left) and Henry Rieff unload a 
Tennessee hillside plow at the Hale County Farm and Ranch 
Museum in Hale Center Monday.  Underhill, who is an 
antiques enthusiast from Jacksonville, Fla., purchased the 
plow in Tennessee and then donated it to the museum.  The 
plow flips from one side to the other so the farmer can plow in 
both directions on a hillside, rather than having to plow in a 
circle around the hill.  By forming the furrows in alternating 
directions, Rieff, project chairman of the museum, explained 
that the farmer can reduce erosion from runoff during heavy 
rains.” 
  The picture also was accompanied by an article describing 
the acquisition of the plow and its donation to the museum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And, yet another article featuring our very own Red 
Underhill! 
 

 
 
The above picture was featured in an article titled “Historic 
Stampede” that was published in the Lake City Reporter (Lake 
City, Florida), Thursday, February 16, 2006. 
 
It should also be noted, that Red Underhill was featured in an 
article titled “A Christmas Wish” that appeared in The 
Messenger, Madisonville, KY, Friday, December 20, 2002 
which outlined the story of how a “man seeks first owner of 
Red Ryder BB gun.”   
  This article was followed by another titled “Oakley get your 
gun” in the same newspaper dated Wednesday, January 15, 
2003 that described how “city man reunited with stolen Red 
Ryder.” 
  Another article appeared in The Tennessean, Nashville, 
Tennessee, December 25, 2002 with the subtitle “’49 Red 
Ryder BB gun, rightful owner to be reunited – name scratched 
on stock leads buyer on 820-mile trek to Kentucky.”  This 
article recounts how the gun was stolen in 1977 and how it 
was tracked down years later.  Red noted on the copy of the 
article he sent to the Society “this had to be one of my very 
best Christmas’s ever.” 
 
Red Underhill forwarded to the Society a copy of a letter 
dated November 28, 2005, from the Texas Ranger Hall of 
Fame and Museum acknowledging his donation of the “chain 
come-alongs.”  He noted that “I’m the only person from Fla. 
to receive a Texas Ranger commission.” 
 
Thank you Red, for your many invaluable contributions to 
your community, to our nation, and to the Underhill Society! 
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Letter from Mrs. Bruce Mills 
Brodhead, Wisconsin 
 
In a letter to Sarah G. Underhill (Membership Secretary) of 
the Underhill Society of America, Mrs. Mills wrote: 
 
  “Just a few lines to let you know that we received your 
information in the May 2006 issue of the News & Views, 
Volume 39, Issue 1. 
  “Since I have not been a member for a couple years, I had 
not received that issue.  You were so kind to send that, as my 
cousin in Iowa had sent that information to me & my 
daughter-in-law takes care of our genealogy, so she was quite 
interested also.  Thanks to your paper for publishing my poem, 
as I have written many of them for our reunion each year.  
Also for the information as to where we appear in the RED 
BOOK.  We had lost track of that information, even though, 
we have copies of both books.  Paul Underhill & I are first 
cousins, as his father Robert & my father Leslie are brothers, 
& were raised in South Wayne, WI as FREDERICK HOMER 
UNDERHILL SENIOR came from New York & settled in the 
hills of Lafayette County… my father talked about Aunt 
Abbey King (who brought the 2 boys west with her, and 
homesteaded in the Hills near So. Wayne (not too far from 
Monroe, WI).  One of these boys took off for the gold rush in 
California & we have letters from him to his mother & 
brother… he never returned, but died on the way home.  We 
have the last letter that he wrote, & my Aunt Frances 
Underhill, Seffrood, had the letters received from him & also a 
letter from an institution that took him in, telling of his death 
there.  We also have a picture of Aunt Abby in our pictures 
that I found in a box in my basement… We have now given 
Amy these pictures, plus another group of my childhood & 
graduation & marriage.  Amy has put them in computer & 
made a disk of my childhood & life & marriage.  The Iowa 
information about the ‘Overland Auto’ is a treasure & my 
cousin Paul is naturally very proud about our grandfather, who 
built the first Overland Automobile in Iowa.  Just wanted to 
thank you & also to ask you for that issue (Volume 39) May 
2006 & I am sending a check for my membership in the 
Underhill Soc. So I will receive the monthly paper… Thanks 
Sarah, again for your interest & info of our family history.  If 
you want a picture of our ancestors, I will be glad to send 
some copies of the great great uncles.  Sorry to make this letter 
so long.  Your friend & relative… Mary L. Underhill Mills.” 
 

I LOVE TO LIVE 
 

Today, dear Lord, I’m 80, and there’s much I haven’t done. 
I hope, dear Lord, You’ll let me live until I’m 81 
But then, if I haven’t finished all I want to do, 

Would You please let me stay a while until I’m 82? 
So many places I want to go, so very much to see. 

Do you think that You could manage to make it to 83? 
The world is changing very fast, there is so much in store. 

I’d like it very much to live until I’m 84. 

And if by then I’m still alive, I’d like to stay ‘til 85! 
More planes will be up in the air, so here I’d like to stick 

And see what happens to the world when I turn 86. 
I know dear Lord it’s much to ask (and it must be nice in 

heaven) 
But I’d really like to stay right here until I’m 87. 

I know by then I won’t be fast, and sometimes I’d be late, 
But it would be so pleasant to be here at 88. 

I will have seen so many things and had a wonderful time. 
So I’m sure that I’d be willing to leave when I’m 89… 

(maybe…) 
Just one more thing I’d like to say:  Dear Lord, I thank you 

kindly 
But if it’s okay with You, I’d love to live past 90! 

 
Note:  Your Editor has been engaged in correspondence 
with Helen Wick Sloan of Nashville, TN for quite some 
time now.  Recently, she forwarded the poem reprinted 
above – Author Unknown. 
 

OBITUARIES 
 
BONNIE FAYE KARSLAKE  
  A death notice was published in the Gaylord Herald Times 
[Gaylord, Michigan) on May 6, 2006 and is copied here: 
  “Bonnie Faye Karslake, age 78 of Vanderbilt, died 
Wednesday, May 3, 2006 at Tendercare. 
  “Bonnie was born on June 13, 1927 to Floyd and Mildred 
Losey in Nekoosa, Wisc.  She graduated from Alexander High 
School in Nekoosa in 1944, and from North Central Bible 
College in Minneapolis, Minn. In 1947. 
  “She came to Michigan to do Christian youth work in 
October 1947, and lived with her friends, Mrs. And Mrs. Allen 
Lewis.  She met her future husband and married Donald 
Karslake, also of Vanderbilt, on Sept. 12, 1953. 
  “She was a member of the Vanderbilt Community Church, 
and she sang in the choir, played piano and taught Sunday 
school for many years.  She started working for Otsego 
County in 1967, and was employed there for 22 years until her 
retirement in 1989.  She also worked for the Otsego County 
Historical Society researching various topics.  She enjoyed 
sewing, quilting, gardening and loved children, but most of 
her life was centered around the church, for she had a very 
strong faith.  Besides the church, she was also a member of 
Gideon International Auxiliary. 
  “She is survived by her husband, Donald; children, Michael 
(Sheri) of Virginia, Suzanne (Felipe) Medellin of Rapid City 
and James (Christine) of Missouri; grandchildren, David 
(Debbie) Harrier, Donald Graydon, Katherine Graydon, 
Samantha and Stephanie Graham, Jessica (Larry) Enscore, 
Keren Karslake, Elizabeth Karslake and Yetzrah Medellin; 
great-grandchildren, Briana and Kirsten Harrier; brothers, 
Glen (Mary) Losey, Marvin (Sharon) Losey, Daryl (Linda) 
Losey and Ronald Losey; and sisters, Belva (Herman) 
Auchtung and Sharlene (Keith) Gjonnes. 
  “Funeral services will be held on Tuesday, May 9 at 1 p. m. 
from Vanderbilt Community Church, the Rev. Joe Vondoloski 
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officiating.  Visitation will be at the Nelson Funeral Home on 
Monday from 4 to 8 p. m. and at the church on Tuesday 
beginning at noon. 
  “Interment will be at Evergreen Hill Cemetery.  Memorial 
contributions may be made to Hospice of Michigan, Gideon 
International or Vanderbilt Community Church through the 
Nelson Funeral Home, PO Box 1548, Gaylord, MI 49734.” 
  Descendant Donald Lee Karslake’s family lineage is reported 
in Vol. 7 of the Underhill Genealogy, p. 456. 
 
LARRY WILLIAM UNDERHILL  
  In an e-mail note to the Society Carolyn (Kay) Underhill 
Rosenau notified the Society of the death of her brother on 
March 17, 2007 in an airplane crash into the Pacific Ocean 
near Lincoln City, Oregon.  His date of birth was June 7, 1945 
in Fallon, NV son of Hugh Albert Underhill b 6/18/1918, d 
11/26/1985 and Luvenia Blanche Bonds b 10/7/1922 d 
10/26/2001, brother of Dennis Albert Underhill b 2/20/1942 d 
9/25/2001.   
  The Society extends sincere sympathy for the loss of this 
loved one.  
 
DAVID JOSEPH UNDERHILL  

 
   
  A copy of the obituary announcing the passing of David 
Joseph Underhill (1923-2007) was recently forwarded to the 
Society.  That obituary follows: 
  “David Joseph Underhill lived a life of service; to God, his 
family, friends, and the Portland, Oregon community. 
  “Born the day after Christmas 1923, Dave grew up in 
Vancouver, B. C., with his five siblings, Isabel, Aura, Russell, 
Jim and Nancy.  Dad was fifth in that order and many family 
photos from the time show him to have definitely been the 
little brother.  His parents, Russell and Mabel, took the 
children on many trips to The Wood\lands and other vacation 
spots in British Columbia where they enjoyed fishing, 
swimming and boating. 
  “Dave attended Vancouver College, a private Catholic school 
run by the Congregation of Christian Brothers, from grade 
school through high school.  He often spoke of the discipline 
instilled by the Brothers and of the great opportunities to 
participate in sports.  He played basketball before players used 
the jump shot, so he mastered the two-handed set shot, which 

he would demonstrate from time-to-time for his children, 
sons-in-law and grandchildren. 
  “His first year of college began at Gonzaga University.  
However, with dual U. S./Canadian citizenship, Dad enlisted 
in the U. S. Navy for World War II.  His ship, the U. S. S. 
Salerno Bay, traveled throughout the South Pacific, relieving 
other ships and delivering supplies.  Sailing back to the United 
States, the ship passed through a typhoon and the Panama 
Canal before arriving in Norfolk, VA. 
  “Upon his discharge from the Navy in 1946, Dave joined 
other veterans and enrolled at the University of Portland, 
which proved to be a turning point in his life.  He had a great 
tenor singing voice, and was an active member of the 
University Glee Club.  It was in the club that he met a nursing 
student, Margaret “Sally” Morrow, a young woman from 
Austin, Minn., whom he would later marry.  They made many 
lifelong friends at UP and were die-hard Pilot supporters. 
  “Dave and Sally were married in Portland on Sept. 16, 1950, 
and moved to Klamath Falls until returning to Portland in 
1952.  Their first child, James Russell, was born in Klamath 
Falls, John, David, Mary, Ann and Charles ‘Tim’ were later 
born in Portland at old St. Vincent’s Hospital.  The Underhills 
lived in North Portland for over 30 years.  All the kinds went 
to Holy Redeemer where both dad and mom were active in the 
parish and with CYO sports. 
  “After graduating from UP in 1949 with a degree in 
sociology, Dad worked for the Klamath Falls, Herald and 
News (1949-1952), The University of Portland (1952-1955) 
and as public relations manager for Pacific Northwest Bell and 
AT&T (1955-1985).  During his years as spokesman for “Ma 
Bell” he dealt with many extraordinary events, from the 
Columbus Day storm in 1962 to the Olympic Torch traveling 
through the state in 1984. 
   “Dave Underhill was widely respected for his contributions 
to the Portland community.  He was active in the Public 
Relations Society of America, International Association of 
Business Communicators, Oregon Industrial Editors 
Association, Rotary, St. Vincent de Paul, Portland Chamber of 
Commerce and many other civic and school organizations.  
Dad mentored many young communication professionals and 
was committed to helping them succeed. 
  “In 1987 Sally Underhill passed away after a long illness.  It 
was a very hard loss for Dad and the family.  Over the next 
five years he moved to Vancouver, Wash., joined St. Joseph’s 
parish and made an unsuccessful attempt at bachelorhood.  
The cooking skills were just not there.  A mutual friend 
introduced him to Patricia Nofield, a retired nurse who was 
widowed and had six grown children of her own – there were 
many common bonds.  Their first ‘date’ was visiting St. 
Joseph’s parishioners to raise money.  After a brief courtship 
they were married on Feb. 20, 1993.  They enjoyed 14 years of 
marriage, friendship, love of God and time spent playing golf, 
attending men’s basketball games and women’s soccer 
matches at UP, and get-togethers with friends and family. 
  “Dave Underhill passed away on Feb. 28, 2007, after a life of 
83 years and many memories.  He is survived by his wife, Pat; 
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sister and brother-in-law, Nancy and Bruno Westerlund; and 
sister-in-law, Demarest Underhill.  Also surviving are his six 
children, Jim (Judy), John (Kay), David (Dixie), Mary (John), 
Ann and Tim (Shari), plus 18 grandchildren.  On the Nofield 
side are Pat’s six children, Michelle, Michael, Paul, Steve, 
Patrick and Rich and seven grandkids.  Dad was well loved by 
nieces and nephews, Kate, Ginny, Leanne, Mariann, Leola, 
Russell, Laurie, Kevin, Chris, Katie, Rosemarie and George. 
  “We will miss him. 
  “A funeral Mass will be held at 1 p. m. Saturday, March 10 
in St. Joseph Catholic Church, 6600 Highland Drive, 
Vancouver; 360-696-4407; www.stjoevan.org.  Reception to 
follow in the Centennial Center of the Red Lion Vancouver at 
the Quay.  A private family burial will be conducted at Mt. 
Calvary Cemetery. 
  “In remembrance, spend time with your family, with friends 
and by making your community a better place.  In lieu of 
flowers, financial contributions can be made to Holy 
Redeemer Catholic School, 25 North Portland Blvd., Portland, 
OR 97217.” 
  In a separate e-mail to the Society, Jim Underhill [one of 
Dave’s sons] noted “As you know, the Society meant a lot and 
his work ’The Race’ was a gift to his children, our families 
and others who will understand our history and contributions 
to local and national history.” 
 
 
CLARA EVELYN (UNDERHILL) MASON 

 
  The Society is truly saddened to learn of the death of this 
stalwart Saskatchewan lady.  The obituary concerning her life 
and death follows: 
  “MASON – Clara Evelyn (nee Underhill) of Saskatoon, 
passed away quietly at Oliver Lodge on Monday, February 26, 
2007 at the age of 88 after a lengthy struggle with Alzheimer’s 
disease.  A Memorial Service will be held at 10:00 a. m. 
Saturday, March 3, 2007 at McClure United Church, 4025 
Taylor Street East (Taylor and McKercher), Saskatoon.  Mom 
was born on March 2, 1918 at Sovereign, SK.  She married in 
1938, had her family, and farmed with Dad north of Tessier 
until a house fire in 1952.  They then lived in Saskatoon and 
farmed at Kenaston until 1966 whereupon they moved to the 

farm at Kenaston until 1991.  She spent her life creating a 
happy and loving home for her family, friends, and 
neighbours.  She was a consummate homemaker, nurturing 
and excelling in her craft through gardening, cooking, sewing, 
quilting, and baking bread.  Mom was an active partner and 
hard worker on the farm.  Her patience, loving care, and 
ingenuity for the orphan lambs, exemplify how she 
approached all relationships, and any task she faced.  Mom 
was predeceased by her husband of 60 years, William; parents, 
Alfred and Nellie Underhill, sister, Donalda (Olson), and 
brothers, Herbert and Florus.  Left to remember and celebrate 
her life are her children: Walter of Saskatoon, Bob (Cora) of 
Kenaston, Bill (Sharon) of Victoria, June of Moose Jaw, and 
Marian (Will) Mehew of Calgary, her grandchildren, Landra 
(Vic) Pegado, Trenton, Jessie (Carl) Katzenberger, Vanessa 
(Clint) Lund, and Katrina, great-grandchildren, Andrea, Zak, 
Emily, Riley, Lillianne, and Gabrielle, her siblings, Marion 
Schard of Kelowna, Alice (Alvin) Riley of Saskatoon, and 
Don (Anne) of Michigan, brother-in-law, Bob (Phyllis) 
Mason, and sister-in-law, Audrey Mason of Perdue, and many 
nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends.  In lieu of flowers, 
expressions of sympathy may be sent to the Alzheimer’s 
Association of SK, 301-2550 12th Avenue, Regina, SK S4P 
3X1 or the Salvation Army, 339 Ave C S S7M 1N5.  
Condolences can be emailed to 
mail@saskatoonfuneralhome.com.  Arrangements are 
entrusted to the Saskatoon Funeral Home, 244-5577.” 
  Also forwarded to the Society were memories that were read 
at the Memorial service for Clara.  These are reproduced here: 
  From Clara’s sister, Alice Ruth Riley:  “And another angel 
has left us. 
  “There are so many wonderful memories.  I’m proud to have 
been a part of Clara’s life.  This is one of the funnier times that 
come to mind.  I’d like to share it with you. 
  “As a young person at home on the farm, and being the eldest 
girl in the family, Clara did her share of the work.  She also 
enjoyed playing the part of ‘boss’ when Mom and Dad were 
away.  She took this job seriously including giving 
medication, warranted or not.  I remember her lining up 4 
chairs in the middle of the room and had each of us 4 little 
kids stand on them (Marion, Ruth, Donald, and Donalda).  
Then she would take the ‘Castor Oil’ out of the medicine chest 
and we each had to swallow a spoonful of the awful stuff 
(worse than Buckley’s).  I guess she thought she’d be nice 
after than and give us each a spoon of sugar.  I bet Mother 
soon found out what had happened, as ‘Castor Oil’ is quite 
purgative. 
  “After Clara and Bill were married and living on the Truscott 
farm, others and we spent many a weekend with them.  We 
would work hard to get chores done, and then go to a dance.  
We carded wool, made blankets, and weeded gardens together.  
It seems we shared a lot and had so much fun doing it.  We 
planted trout in their dugout and they were always so 
hospitable to our friends we’d take out to the farm to fish. 
  “And now we shall cherish these and other memories and 
celebrate her life; she is among the angels now.” 
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  From the grandchildren:  “Grandma had a magical way of 
doting on her grandchildren without spoiling them.  She was 
so busy, but never too busy for us.  If Grandma was immersed 
in a chore, and we wanted her attention, she would simply set 
us to work with some helpful little task so we could talk and 
work together.  She was infinitely patient when teaching a 
child.  She did not correct our mistakes, but trusting in our 
abilities, showed us where we went wrong and how to fix it 
ourselves.  But it wasn’t all work.  She cuddled and read to us.  
She wrote us letters and cards.  She played games and took 
walks with us, making sure to give us her undivided attention.  
And even after her health deteriorated, the work stopped and 
her hands softened, the great grandchildren, sensing the love 
she had for them, would climb up into her lap for a snuggle.  
What a blessing it is today to see her beautiful reflection 
throughout her family, beaming brightly down to the newest 
great-grandbaby, Gabrielle.  Somehow, time spent with 
Grandma was alike time spent in living prayer.  Everything 
seemed warmer, softer, and sweeter.” 
  From her children:  “As we try to come to grips with Mom’s 
death and the ‘long good-bye’ of Alzheimer’s, we are 
overwhelmed with memories of her.  As different as we are 
from one another, so our memories of Mom are colored by 
those differences and by the interactions we have had with her. 
  “Close your eyes for a few moments and paint a mental 
picture of Mom.  Outline it with the memories of another 
place and time and fill it with the colour of those special times 
when your life was impacted by her. 
  “Perhaps it would be a help to you to hear a few of the 
special times that we recall with fondness and perhaps 
sometime even with a bit of awe. 
  “Do you see the vision of a beautiful woman who didn’t 
think that she was beautiful – ‘five foot two and eyes of blue’.  
And that was only on the outside.  Her inner beauty was a 
thing to behold – and it was never really hidden, but was there 
for all to see should they choose to look. 
  “One of Mom’s most outstanding characteristics was her 
work ethic, no doubt the product of coming of age in the 
Depression of the Thirties.  Resting for her consisted of ten-
minute catnaps.  And if she wasn’t resting she was busy with 
the work expected of a full-time homemaker.  As kids, we 
learned the value of giving ‘all’ we were able.  We would reap 
the benefits later with the harvest of the huge well-tended 
garden, the beauty of the appealing flowers, and a deepfreeze 
(actually two) and two or three fridges filled with the bounty 
of the land.  Not to mention shelves full of preserves and 
pickles and the ‘cellar’ floor joists lined with honey pails filled 
with cookies and other goodies. 
  “As kids, we never wanted for clothing.  It began with 
clothes made from flour sacks and eventually extended to 
making wedding dresses for Beth, Marian and Sharon.  Mom 
put her hand to the sewing machine, to knitting needles, 
crochet hooks, ironing, washing machine, or whatever was 
needed to dress us.  Later on these talents were transferred to 
the quilting frame and other handiwork ventures.  We still 
have several of the handmade rugs she made from scraps. 

Another reminder of thriftiness of the Thirties.  Bob & Bill 
still remember, from grade 5 & 2, two red shirts Mom made us 
that the other kids at school claimed could not have been 
handmade. 
  “Family was most important to Mom.  She was always there 
when we needed her.  When we were tempted to step beyond 
the limits of appropriate behaviour, the gentle yet firm 
guidance was there.  And when we did miss-step, the gentle 
rebuke was always more painful for Mom than for the 
offender. 
  “Family reunions at the farm were welcomed… and not just 
family, but the close neighbors were also invited.  Mom would 
be found in the middle of the preparations and cleanup all too 
often, always trying to be as good a hostess as possible.  We 
loved our family reunions but knew that Mom did most of the 
work. 
  “One of our favorites memories of Mom is going to harvest 
fields for a ‘picnic’ in the stubble, eating hot baking power 
biscuits with honey dripping down onto our fingers and 
drinking cold lemonade.  Work never seemed less a chore 
when these harvest lunches appeared!  Guess who did the 
work preparing them. 
  “In this day and age, when it seems so important to have a 
‘profession’ Mom was the epitome of the term ‘homemaker’.  
But she didn’t limit her activities to the household alone.  She 
was a full partner in the farming venture.  Whether it was 
hauling grain, caring for many orphan lambs, lambing itself as 
well as helping to tag, dock, and alter lambs, raising chickens 
and fixing granaries, Mom was there doing more than her 
share. 
  “Mom, who often said that she wanted to become a school 
teacher, was unable to finish school when her mother became 
ill and she was needed to care for her mother and siblings.  
Despite not becoming a formal teacher, mom subtly 
encouraged her children to strive academically and broaden 
our scope by participating in extra-curricular activities, 
whether it was Scouting, Guiding, church youth group, or 
dance lessons.  She took an active part in the home and school 
association and served a year as president of the deaf parent 
association.  She wanted each of us to perform up to our 
potential but her teaching was by example. 
  “Mom extended her influence beyond the fences surrounding 
the farm.  Friendships were sought and maintained naturally.  
Strangers did not remain strangers very long: she would 
forthrightly ask your name.  Special friends, beyond family 
included the Nichols, Olsons, Avants, Hannahs, Evashenkos, 
and Nellie Fusee to name a few. 
  “Mom believe in cooperation and that honey works better 
than vinegar to attract and keep good friends and neighbors. 
  “This has been a sampling of some of our fond memories of 
Mom.  We hope this will have been a help to you in 
remembering her and the impact she has had in your life.  As 
has been said, ‘The shine of a bright star goes far’.” 
  Clara’s family lineage is outlined in Vol. 8, Underhill 
Genealogy, pp. 449-450 and Vol. 5, pp. 794-5. 
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ELEANOR MARIE UNDERHILL  
  Eleanor, or Stamford, Connecticut, died January 18, 2007, in 
her 86th year.  She was a Life Member of the Society and 
attended many of our Annual Meetings,  She was born May 
19, 1921, in New Canaan, the only child of Aaron Stephen and 
Gussie Hannah (Dixon) Underhill (see Underhill Genealogy 
5:666) and a descendant of Capt. John Underhill through the 
Underhills of Westchester County, New York.  Eleanor’s 
funeral was held from the First Congregational Church of 
Stamford, Connecticut.  She is survived by her cousins, the 
family of her uncle George Henry Underhill. 
 
HELEN C. CAMPBELL REYES 
  The death of Helen occurred Sep. 19, 2006 at the age of 73 
years.  She was the niece of the late, long-time member of the 
Society, Edwin A. Duncan.  She was born Oct. 29, 1932 and 
died in Brooklyn, NY.  Helen was the aunt and great aunt of 
current members Beth Conard Rowland and Andrew Duncan 
Conard.  She is a daughter of Edna I. Duncan and John L. 
Campbell and her lineage is reported in Vol. 5 of the 
Underhill Genealogy, pp. 762-763. 
 
 
BOBBY ALLAN STEWART 

 
This descendant’s lineage is reported in Vol. 7 of the 
Underhill Genealogy, p. 799.  He is the son of Barbara Elaine 
Olson and George Albert Stewart.  He was born Jan. 30, 1967 
in Saskatoon, SK and died Aug. 29, 2001 in Saskatoon, SK. 
 

FAMILY UPDATE 
 
  A family update was received by the Society through the 
process of renewing a membership.   
 
  NANCY UNDERHILL RICHARDSON of Englewood, 
CO wrote that her mother MATILDA ROBCKE 
UNDERHILL “signed her up for membership” but that 
having “moved a couple too many times… lost track…” 
 

  She indicated that she has two brothers:  HENRY M. 
UNDERHILL, III and ROBERT STEVEN UNDERHILL  
and that both are in NJ. 
 
  Nancy says she has two children:  KELLE ELIZABETH 
(25) and DAVID BLAIR (22) and a 16 month old grandson, 
Ryder Owen. 
 
  Her family lineage is reported in Vol. 5 of the Underhill 
Genealogy, p. 801. 
 

 
Meet Weston Matthew Underhill, born Feb. 27, 2006 in 
Grapevine, TX.  He is the newest grandson of Donald F. and 
Diane Underhill of Euless, TX.  The proud parents are 
Andrew and Debra Underhill of Fort Worth, TX.   
 
FROM KATHY G. JOHNSON, R. A. Houston, TX: 

 
From an article in the Houston Chronicle, Friday, July 14, 
2006.    The lineage of this Underhill is not known to your 
Editor. 
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BARBARA ELAINE OLSON 

 
This is a picture of Barb in July, 1993.  She lives in 
Saskatchewan and is a descendant of Reverend Alfred 
Underhill, a daughter of Donalda Doreen Underhill and 
Harold Duncan Olson.  Her lineage is reported in Vol. 7 of the 
Underhill Genealogy, p. 632. 
 
FAMILY GATHERING IN CANADA, 2006 

 
This is a picture of just some of the family who gathered when 
family from Michigan traveled to Saskatoon for a family 

gathering.  In front is Delbert Underhill of Calgary, behind 
him is Anne Marie (Malarchuk) Underhill and Donald Delbert 
Underhill of Michigan, behind them is Al Riley of Saskatoon 
and to Don’s left is Ruth (“Ginger”) Alice Riley also of 
Saskatoon.  Behind Ginger is her son Donald Gordon Riley of 
Saskatoon.  The fellow with the mustache is Edward Clark 
Underhill of Tennessee. 
 

 
  This is a picture of David Edward Underhill and his bride 
Xiji (“Ami”) Wang on the day of their wedding reception at 
the Peace Hotel in downtown, Shainghai, China.  David and 
Ami were married June 12, 2005 in Tokyo, Japan where Ami 
is a computer software consultant and David is self-employed 
teaching English.  David is a son of Carl Jackson Underhill 
and Elyse Marie (Krawczyk) Underhill of Hudsonville, MI.  
David’s lineage is reported in Vol. 7, Underhill Genealogy, p. 
627. 
 

BE A VOLUNTEER 
WITH THE UNDERHILL 

SOCIETY! 
YOUR HELP WOULD BE 
APPRECIATED – JUST  

CONTACT A BOARD MEMBER 
TODAY! 
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This distinguished fellow is Samuel Mitchell, a member of the 
Board of Directors at a meeting in Oyster Bay, L. I. In April 
2007.  Sam has been a devoted and long-serving member of 
the Board and has made significant contributions to the sound 
management of the resources entrusted to the Society.   
 

INQUIRIES 
 
The following inquiries have been received by the Society.  
Anyone who can help is invited to contact the individual 
directly. 
 
ALY HOLLDER  says she is working on her family history 
on the name Johannes and Anna Hollder, children Henry, 
Marie, Emma and Viola.  She asks anyone with information to 
send her an email at aberhollers@aol.com.   
 
DONNA LEE VARBLE says her father was William H. 
Varble who was born on September 10 which she thinks was 
in 1909.  She is trying to find out what other relatives she 
might have in Kentucky.  She thinks that her father has a sister 
named Ruby and a brother named Roy and is certain that her 
father’s family owned a sawmill.  She says her father died 
when she was 16 years and she does not recall meeting anyone 
in the family.  Her email address is dlvarble2001@yahoo.com 
and she would appreciate any help she can get in her quest. 
 
MARLENE F. GIBB  sent in her membership application to 
the Society and made the following comments: “I am starting 
a search of my roots and it starts with British Nathaniel 
Underhill DOB unknown, married Marion Hallidan who died 
April 26, 1934 and BNU died on December 19, 1924 in 
Mirimache, New Brunswick Canada.  I have a list of his 
children one of whom is my grandfather Joseph Oscar 
Underhill and of course his and my family.  I need and want 
more as I have four siblings and none of us really know our 
roots.  Any help is appreciated and your Society has been 

mentioned as the place to be.  Thanks and I look forward to 
hearing from you.”  Her email address is mgibb@shaw.ca. 
 

“THE TRI-STATE TERROR” 
 
By. Bob Underhill 
South Deerfield, MA 
 
  I have just read a book entitled The Tri-State Terror, the Life 
and Crimes of Wilbur Underhill by R. D. Morgan.  Wilbur and 
his family bring the concept of dysfunctional families to a new 
level.  Wilbur’s is quite a story in and of itself but there is also 
a genealogical component to it.  The book says that Wilbur’s 
paternal grandparents came from Germany. That struck me as 
odd and so I started doing some digging.  I found his father’s 
household in the 1870 census when his father was 6.  There is 
no more present in that household and it is possible that the 
person heading this household is really a grandfather because 
he is 68 years old with 7 children ranging in age from 3 to 19.  
Regretfully the head of household is listed simply as E. 
Underhill which makes him harder to trace.  What strikes me 
as odd is that I have not yet been able to find anybody in the 
household prior to 1870 no matter what I search on or where.  
It is possible that the mother was from Germany but not likely 
that an Underhill father was from Germany.  I have tried 
looking for miss-spellings of Underhills and even Germany 
names that might have been converted to Underhill.  It is also 
possible that Wilbur’s father’s parents were in fact Germany 
but then took the name Underhill from this E. Underhill 
heading the household in 1870.  
  I solved the riddle of Wilbur Underhill’s roots.  His line goes 
back to Capt. John through Nathaniel.  These Underhill’s did 
not come from Germany like the book said.  Per his father’s 
death certificate, I know the name of his grandparents which 
gave me the link I needed.   
 

SPECIAL INTEREST ITEM 
 
  The Executive Director, Bowne House recently forwarded a 
press release and asked for the assistance of the Society. She 
said “I am hoping you can help us search for the descendants 
of the signers of the Flushing Remonstrance.  Queens Borough 
President Helen Marshall would like to invite any and all of 
the descendants to a celebration later this year in honor of its 
350th Anniversary.”  The press release follows: 
 
Freedom of Religion in America to be Celebrated:  A Call 
for the Descendants of the Signers of the Flushing 
Remonstrance, Peter Stuyvesant, Too 
 
  On December 27, 1657, thirty townspeople of Flushing, 
Queens signed a “remonstrance” addressed to Peter 
Stuyvesant, the director general of the Duty colony, New 
Netherland.  The two-page letter, set down by a local cleric, 
protested Stuyvesant’s ban on the rights of Quakers to 
assemble and worship in the colony.  Significantly, it further 
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demanded that all people-regardless of religion or ethnic 
background be given “free egresse and regresse unto our 
Town, and houses, as God shall persuade our consciences.” 
  Stuyvesant ignored the Flushing Remonstrance, as it came to 
be known, but its principles were later tested by John Bowne, 
an English immigrant and prosperous landowner in Flushing.  
Although not a Quaker himself, Bowne was married to Quaker 
minister Hannah Feake Bowne.  In defiance of Stuyvesant’s 
ban, Bowne allowed people of her faith to meet and worship 
in their Flushing farmhouse.  For this “crime,” Stuyvesant 
imprisoned Bowne in 1662 and banished him to Holland.  
Refusing to capitulate, Bowne argued his case before the 
Dutch West India Company.  In 1663, the company revoked 
Stuyvesant’s ban, and ordered him “to allow everyone to have 
his own belief, as long as he behaves quietly.” 
  The men who signed the Flushing Remonstrance, and John 
Bowne, risked their lives and their livelihoods by challenging 
Stuyvesant.  Their heroic stand is widely acknowledge as 
having contributed to the principles codified more than a 
century later, in 1791, in the  First Amendment of the Bill of 
Rights, which guarantees religious and political freedom to all 
citizens. 
  In honor of the 350th anniversary of the Flushing 
Remonstrance, The Bowne House Historical Society is 
seeking descendants of the men who signed the Flushing 
Remonstrance.  The signers were: 
Nicolas Blackford 
George Clere 
Elias Doughtie 
Edward Farrington 
Tobias Feake 
Antonio Field 
Robert Field, Sr.  
Robert Field, Jr. 
John Foard 
Edward Griffine 
Edward Hart 
Nathaniel Hefferd 
Benjamin Hubbard 
John Mastine 
Michael Milner 
William Noble 
Nick Colas Parsell 
William Pidgion 
Henry Semtell 
Richard Stocton 
John Store 
Edward Tarne 
William Thorne, Sr. 
William Thorne, Jr. 
John Townsend 
Henry Townsend 
Nathaniel Tue 
Micah Tue 
Phillip Udall 
George Wright 

Please note that the spelling of the above surnames are “old 
style,” and that modern spellings may be different.  For 
example, descendants of the signer Richard Stocton may spell 
the name “Stockton.” 
  The Committee is also interested in finding descendants of 
Peter Stuyvesant and his sheriff Resolved Waldron. 
  Descendants should send their information to Flushing 
Remonstrance c/o Bowne House Historical Society, 37-01 
Bowne Street, Flushing, New York, 11354 or by email to 
dcartelli@bownehouse.org.  Please include mailing address, 
email address, and phone number, along with the name of the 
signer, and the line of descent. 
  The search for the descendants of the men who signed the 
Flushing Remonstrance is part of The Office of the President 
of the Borough of Queens initiative to celebrate the 350th 
anniversary of the document.  The Borough President’s Office 
created the Education Committee of the Flushing 
Remonstrance, whose mission is to increase public awareness, 
to establish a special public school curriculum in 2007-2008, 
and to organize a major event to commemorate the importance 
of the document to the Constitution of the United States.  The 
Flushing Remonstrance, which resides in the New York State 
Archives, is widely acknowledge as the foundation for the 
principles codified in the First Amendment of the Bill of 
Rights, which guarantees religious and political freedom to all 
citizens. 
  In addition to Bowne House Historical Society, the 
Committee is represented by the New York City Board of 
Education, Queens Museum, Queens Public Library, and 
Queens Historical Society, among others.  To learn more 
about the Flushing Remonstrance, please visit the website of 
the Bowne House Historical Society, www.bownehouse.org. 
  The Bowne House Historical Society if a 501c(3) non-profit 
organization, which owns and operates the Bowne House 37-
01 Bowne Street, Flushing, New York 11354.  The Society’s 
mission includes the preservation of the house, its collections 
and grounds for its historical and educational interest, for its 
significance to the history of New York City and for its 
importance in the establishment of the fundamental principles 
of freedom of conscience and religious liberty.  Bowne House 
was built in 1661 by John Bowne, whose courageous stand in 
defense of religious freedom, resulting in his arrest and 
imprisonment by Governor Peter Stuyvesant, helped establish 
the principles later codified in the Bill of Rights. 
  The Bowne House and its message are unique in America.  
Few house museums date from the seventeenth century.  The 
house itself is the best-preserved example of Anglo-Dutch 
residential architecture in the country and it continues to 
occupy its original site.  The museum is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places and is a designated New York City 
Landmark. 
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CONTACTING THE SOCIETY 
 
President - Carl J. Underhill 
3085 N. Bluff Ct., Hudsonville, MI 49426 
616-662-5061 cell 616-460-5295 
poodlebj@yahoo.com 
 
Vice President - Harold Campbell 
PO Box 2897, Setauket, NY 11733 
631-941-9392   cell 631-547-9148 
HECampbell@ms.cc.sunysb.edu 
 
Vice President – Donald Underhill 
615 Bent Tree Dr., Euless, TX 76039-2117 
817-267-7928 cell 817-715-2084 
dinberry@hotmail.com 
 
Treasurer – Gloria Tucker 
10 Underhill Ave., Oyster Bay, NY 11771 
516-922-1294  
ob764348@yahoo.com 
 
Membership Secretary – Sarah Gibbs Underhill 
1150 Berme Rd., Kerhonkson, NY 12446-2902  
845-626-4507  
underhval@hvi.net 
 
Historian - Harriet Streek 
96 Euclid Ave., Massapequa, NY 11758 
516-799-8152  
streekerstwo@aol.com 
 
Library, Museum, and Antiquities Director 
Harry Macy, Jr., 300 E 33rd St., Apt 5-D 
New York, NY 10016-9406 
212-686-8761  
harrymacy@yahoo.com 
 
Internet & Database Manager - Melvin L. Underhill 
5008 Olde Creek Way, Prospect, KY 40059-9685 
502-228-9241  
melunderhill@bellsouth.net 
 
Budget and Finance Director – Samuel U. Mitchell 
30 Meritoria Dr., E. Williston, NY 11596  
516-747-6413 
 
Heritage Corner Director – Inez Mae Hubka 
3091 Bristol Oak Dr., Dowling, MI 49050-9766 
269-721-3830  
ihubka@yahoo.com 
 
Editor, News and Views – vacant (contact Carl Underhill) 
 
Editor, Bulletin – vacant (contact Carl Underhill) 

 
Y-DNA Project Manager - Robert Underhill 
9 Valley View Lane, South Deerfield, MA 01373 
413-665-4094  
bunderhill@comcast.net 
 
Genealogist – Vacant 
 
Chairman of the Board - George T. Underhill, Jr. 
Summer (May 16-Oct 14) 
5101 Underhill Ct., Louisville, KY 40207-6102 
502-893-2197 Fax 502-899-9805 
george@uhill.org 
Winter (Oct 15-May15) 
183 Via Napoli, Wyndemere Country Club 
Naples, FL 34105-7112 
239-354-2816 
GTUnderhill@comcast.net 
 
Archivist (Retired) – John Catanzariti 
johncat@verizon.net 
 
Education and Publishing Fund Trustees 
(3-year terms expire 2009) 
Harry Macy, Jr., Chairman 
Melvin L. Underhill 
Carl J. Underhill 


