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Dear Cousins! 
 
  “Twenty years from now, you will be more disappointed 
by the things you didn’t do than by the ones you did do.  
So throw off the bowlines.  Sail away from the safe harbor.  
Catch the trade winds in your sails.  Explore.  Dream.  
Discover.    --Mark Twain 
 
  Much has happened and much needs to happen between now 
and our Annual Reunion in Asheville, NC September 30 to 
October 2.  This annual event is the one opportunity for our 
members to come together to celebrate who we are and the 
immense treasure that is given to us by the generosity of those 
from an earlier time.  Please plan to attend this year’s Annual 
Reunion!  Full details will be made by a special mailing 
devoted to just this event in the near future.  So, live up to the 
words of Mark Twain and let the winds be in your sails at this 
fall’s Annual Reunion! 

  

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
AND/OR VOLUNTEERS 

 
   Know of somebody interested in serving on the Board?  Are 
YOU a person who would be willing to serve?  Nominations 
and inquiries are invited.  Please send nominations (email or 
snail mail would be fine!) to Harold Campbell (see his address 
on the last page).  Phone inquiries are welcome and may be 
directed to any member of the Board of Directors. 
 The offices to be filled include: President; First and Second 
Vice President; Treasurer; Recording Secretary; 
Corresponding Secretary; Historian; and Genealogist. 
  Honorary offices to be filled include: Chairman of the Board; 
Director(s) at Large; Advisory Board Member(s). 
  A number of committee positions are also in need of 
volunteer help.  Committees include: membership; fund 
raising; budget and finance; Annual Meeting Program; 
Internet and Publications; genealogical and biographical 
research; library, museum and antiquities; and sales (AKA 
Heritage Corner).  Any number of special committees can be 
established as the need is identified.  One example of a current 
special committee is the Y-DNA Project. 
  The plan is to fill all available positions during the Annual 
Reunion in Asheville, NC.   
  Does a person have to attend the Annual Reunion to be 
named to a position on the Board of Directors?  The answer is 
“no.”    
  There is an old saying that “many hands make light work”. 
The same could be said with respect to the Board of Directors.  
However, don’t think of it as “work.”  Rather, think of it as 
making a gift of one’s self to future generations.  
 

SPECIAL REQUEST 
 
  The idea has been made that this newsletter would be a good 
forum to capture written short stories about family members.  
Stories could be of a favorite aunt, uncle or family member.  
Maybe there is a value or lesson to be learned in the stories 
that we share with others.   
  Members are invited to share personal stories and to send 
them along to your Editor.  They need not be typed.  Please 
give credit to who wrote the story, the names of the people 
involved, the time frame involved, the lineage (if known) of 
the person(s) referred to, and keep them short.      
  Include photos of the people involved if possible.  Photos can 
be returned, if requested.  So, sit down now…write something 
down…think about it a couple of days…make some 
revisions…finish it off and send it to your Editor.  Nothing 
fancy – just do it! 
 
 



UNDERHILL SOCIETY OF AMERICA, INC. 
News and Views, Volume 38, Issue 2, May 2005 

 2

 
WHAT’S IN A NAME 

A Personal Quest Through Family History 
 
By Sarah Gibbs Underhill, Kerhonkson, New York 
 
  Early in April of 1986, my father and I explored the rural 
graveyard in Clinton Corners, NY, adjacent to an old Quaker 
Meetinghouse.  Catching sight of the inscription on a 
gravestone, I did a double take.  The name on the headstone 
was my own. 
  “Sarah Underhill, 1824-1852,” the marker read.  Many 
Underhill graves surrounded it, and further on we found a 
more auspicious omen: the record of Jacob Underhill who had 
lived to a ripe old age (1800-1886).  The occasion for my 
father’s visit that day was the first birthday of my son, Jacob 
Underhill-Hval. 
  Since moving to the Hudson Valley in 1978, the call of 
coincidence has led me to delve into Underhill history.  In 
1995, I returned to Clinton Corners with a larger family group, 
including my three sons and baby daughter, on a tour of 
Underhill sites [written up in the News and Views, Fall, 1996, 
p. 13].  The boys made rubbings of the gravestones and 
enjoyed a dip in the Hudson and a spooky tour of the 
underground wine cellars at Croton Point.  We all saw the 
hidden compartment in the house in Clinton Corners where 
escaping slaves were kept safe as a stop on the Underground 
Railroad, kindly shown us by the current owners, the 
Websters.  The following winter, I read Captain John 
Underhill’s “Newes from America”, written in 1638, and 
began to acquaint myself with that fascinating chapter in our 
family’s history. 
  As I read through the small book, with its few, stark 
descriptions of long ago events, I came to be intrigued with 
this ancestor of ours and the circumstances which dictated the 
course of his life.  I am very grateful to the Underhill Society 
for providing both an original edition of the book, with its 
illustrations and antiquated spelling, and a more modern and 
readable version edited by Dorothy Greninger and printed by 
the Society as a Bulletin in 1981.  Both versions are still 
available from our “Heritage Corner” and I highly recommend 
them to anyone interested in early American family history!  I 
would also like to ask for recommendations as to a full and 
accurate biography of Captain John… preferably an 
interesting and readable one.  Does such a volume exist? 
  In 2000, my father, William Webb Underhill, wrote up a few 
biographical notes on Captain John which I read with great 
interest.  Our forebear was nothing if not colorful and 
controversial.  Raised in Holland, brought up as a military 
man, he came to the New World as a young man barely out of 
his teens to organize a fighting force out of the newly arrived 
Puritan colonists.  Having trained them, he managed to lock 
horns with the strict and humorless Puritans.  Being outspoken 
and supporting a variant of their religious sect, he was 
demoted and banished; after knocking about New England for 
several years with his wife and young children, he made a 

very public confession and apology, and was taken under the 
wing of the Winthrop Puritans again.  During this time he also 
participated in several bloody battles and massacres in the war 
against the Pequot Indians, and managed to return to England 
twice, and write a book about his experiences.  He was 
undoubtedly a womanizer, and seems to have been very easily 
beguiled by the company of women other than his wife, and 
vice versa.  His familiarity with the Dutch, the Dutch 
language, and the fact that his first wife was Dutch, led him to 
be embroiled in the power play between Holland and England 
for control of “New Netherland”, the Manhattan/Long Island 
region.  At one point a Dutch man who was accused of 
murdering an English soldier was being held in Underhill’s 
house and mysteriously escaped.  There are all sorts of 
mysteries and contradictions about this guy.  He was a 
complex character, far from bland.  Most importantly I 
suppose, since it enables most of us to be alive today, he 
managed to survive, adapting himself to the exigencies of life 
in a harsh and unpredictable but bountiful frontier.  However, 
many sides of Captain John Underhill one may examine or 
wish to forget, for one thing I am truly grateful: that he was a 
literate man who left an account of his life for future 
generations to discover.  This account may have helped to 
sufficiently horrify succeeding generations of Underhills, 
starting with his grandson Abraham, into lives of tolerance 
and pacifism as members of the Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers). 
  When my great-great-grandfather, Alfred A. Underhill, was 
growing up in Clinton Corners farm house which contained 
the secret Underground Railroad stop, he wrote in his diary of 
visiting his cousins at Croton Point and of sailing on the 
Hudson.  Late in life he moved his family to California in an 
attempt to cure the tuberculosis which would take his life and 
that of his wife Mary.  The next three generations, including 
myself, were born in the west.  Chance has brought me back to 
the Underhill “stomping grounds” where I and my children 
also enjoy visiting Croton Point and sailing on the Hudson, 
with time for occasional reflections on earlier lives, days, and 
names. 
 
   

PEQUOT WAR DOCUMENTARY 
 
  What follows is an email from Mystic Voices, LLC dated April 20, 
2005.  Members are urged to support the showing of the documentary 
and contacting their local PBS station. 
 
  “We are pleased to announce that Mystic Voices:  The Story 
of the Pequot War has been selected for national PBS 
distribution through American Public Television’s Exchange 
Service.  This two-hour documentary about a significant event 
in the early history of America has the potential of being 
shown by at least 145 local PBS stations nationwide.  Forty-
six stations have indicated their intent to broadcast, and 
another 18 are still considering. 
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  “Mystic Voices has also been nominated for four Emmys by 
the National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences, 
including Best Documentary, Writing, Music Composition 
and Cinematography.  It also features the voice of Academy 
Award nominee Roy Scheider, and has additional music by 
the Grammy nominated Joanne Shenandoah. 
  “With all this good fortune we still need your help… 
  “If you would like to have Mystic Voices broadcast in your 
area, we suggest that you call or email your local PBS station 
programmer and ask that the documentary be included in the 
station’s schedule.  Your call will only take a minute or two 
and it could make the different between whether or not Mystic 
Voices gets aired in your state.  Help us get this true story on 
the air! 
  “You can find the phone number for your local PBS station 
by visiting www.pbs.org and using the “Station Finder” by zip 
code or state. 
  “PBS stations schedule programs weeks or months in 
advance, so you should call your local PBS station as soon as 
possible to let them know that you are interested in seeing the 
film broadcast in your region. 
  “Key points to emphasize with your Program Director:   ‘I 
am interested in, Native and Colonial issues.  I just heard 
about an interesting documentary program on these topics, 
called Mystic Voices: The Story of the Pequot War.  I hope 
you will broadcast the program.’” 
  “To learn more about Mystic Voices, please visit our website 
at www.PequotWar.com.” 
 
Guy Perrotta & Charlie Clemmons 
Co-Producers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  “A people which takes no pride in the noble achievements of 
remote ancestors will never achieve anything worthy to be 
remembered with pride by remote descendants.” 

--Macauley: History of England 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CHAIRMEN OF THE BOARD 
UNDERHILL SOCIETY OF AMERICA 

 

 
MYRON C. TAYLOR 
1950-1959 
 

 
DUDLEY FIELD UNDERHILL 
1959-1967 
 
CHARLES A. UNDERHILL 
1968-1973 
(See picture under Presidents of the Society) 
 
GEORGE TOWNSEND UNDERHILL, SR. 
1973-1980 
(See picture under Presidents of the Society) 
 
NORMAN ROBERT UNDERHILL 
2002-2003 
(See picture under Presidents of the Society) 
 
GEORGE TOWNSEND UNDERHILL, JR. 
2003- 
(See picture under Presidents of the Society) 
 
 
 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT: 
Every 5-years the board of directors is to publish a roster 
of members showing name, address, telephone and e-mail 
address.  Any member who does not want to be included 
or who does not want a particular piece of information 
included should contact Mel Underhill (his e-mail and 
postal mail address is on the back page of this newsletter).  
Changes to email or postal addresses are important on a 
regular basis as plans are that a printed version will only 
be sent to those who do not have an e-mail address. 

http://www.pequotwar.com/
http://www.pbs.org/
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PRESIDENTS OF THE SOCIETY 
 

 
 
WILLIAM WILSON UNDERHILL 
  First President of the Underhill Society, 1892-1898.  His 
lineage is reported in the Underhill Genealogy, Volume 3, p. 
772.  
 

 
 
ESTELLE EMMA (SKIDMORE) DOREMUS 
  Second President of the Underhill Society, 1898-1905.  Her 
lineage is reported in the Underhill Genealogy, Volume 2, p. 
383-384. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
COLONEL JOHN TORBOSS UNDERHILL 
  Third President of the Underhill Society, 1905-1924.  His 
lineage is reported in the Underhill Genealogy, Volume 3, pp. 
660-661 and Volume 5, p 298. 
 

 
 
FRANCIS JAY UNDERHILL 
  Fourth President of the Underhill Society, 1924-1932.  His 
lineage is reported in the Underhill Genealogy, Volume 4, pp. 
153-154. 
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WILLARD UNDERHILL TAYLOR 
  Fifth President of the Underhill Society, 1932-1940.  His 
genealogy is reported in the Underhill Genealogy, Volume 3, 
pp. 984-986, 
 

 
 
JOHN GARRETT UNDERHILL 
  Sixth President of the Underhill Society, 1940-1946.  His 
lineage is reported in the Underhill Genealogy, Volume 6, p. 
1116. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
IRVING UNDERHILL 
  Seventh President of the Underhill Society, 1946-1950.  His 
lineage is reported in the Underhill Genealogy, Volume 7, pp. 
359-360. 
 
ROBERT FEEKS UNDERHILL 
  Eighth President of the Underhill Society, 1950-1954.  His 
lineage is reported in the Underhill Genealogy, Volume 7, p. 
272.  Any person who can provide a picture of this descendant 
is asked to provide a copy to the Society! 
 

 
 
JOHN GARRETT UNDERHILL, JR. 
  Ninth President of the Underhill Society, 1954-1956.  His 
lineage is reported in the Underhill Genealogy, Volume 6, pp. 
1132-1133. 
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CHARLES ALONZO UNDERHILL 
  Tenth President of the Underhill Society, 1956-1968.  His 
lineage is reported in the Underhill Genealogy, Volume 7, pp. 
353-354. 
 

 
 
GEORGE TOWNSEND UNDERHILL, SR. 
  Eleventh President of the Underhill Society, 1968-1973.  His 
lineage is reported in the Underhill Genealogy, Volume 7, p. 
410. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
LeGRAND UNDERHILL 
  Twelfth President of the Underhill Society, 1974-1975.  His 
lineage is reported in the Underhill Genealogy, Volume 7, pp. 
349-350. 
 

 
 
THELMA WEEKS POWELL 
  Thirteenth President of the Underhill Society, 1975-1979.  
Her lineage is reported in the Underhill Genealogy, Volume 7, 
p. 370. 
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HARRY MACY, JR. 
  Fourteenth President of the Underhill Society, 1979-1985.  
His lineage is reported in the Underhill Genealogy, Volume 7, 
pp. 250-251.  
 

 
 
ANDREW MITCHELL UNDERHILL, JR 
  Fifteenth President of the Underhill Society, 1985-1987.  His 
lineage is reported in the Underhill Genealogy, Volume 7, p. 
336. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
ROBERT GEORGE POPE 
  Sixteenth President of the Underhill Society, 1987-1995.  His 
lineage is recorded in the Underhill Genealogy, Volume 7, pp. 
451-452. 
 

 
 
RICHARD WARREN DECKER 
  Seventeenth President of the Underhill Society, 1995-1996.  
His lineage is reported in the Underhill Genealogy, Volume 7, 
pp. 725-726. 
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NORMAN ROBERT UNDERHILL 
  Eighteenth President of the Underhill Society, 1996-1998.  
His lineage is reported in the Underhill Genealogy, Volume 7, 
pp. 490-491. 
 
 

 
 
GEORGE TOWNSEND UNDERHILL, JR. 
ANN (LICHTENWALTER) UNDERHILL 
  Nineteenth President of the Underhill Society, 1998-2003.  
His lineage is recorded in the Underhill Genealogy, Volume 7, 
pp. 578-579.  George currently serves as Chairman of the 
Board for the Society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
CARL JACKSON UNDERHILL 
  Twentieth President of the Underhill Society, 2003-present.  
His lineage is reported in the Underhill Genealogy, Volume 7, 
pp. 627-628. 
 

OBITUARIES 
 

 
 
DOROTHY WING (UNDERHILL) MAXWELL 
  This grand lady passed away on January 9, 2005 at the age of 
99 years.  Her family had made arrangements for her 100th 
birthday party on March 17th.  Instead of canceling the party 
they decided to celebrate her life on her birthday with a 
memorial service.  Her sons, George and Bob, their wives, and 
most of Dorothy’s grandchildren and great grandchildren 
attended a service at Southeast Christian Church on the day of 
her birth.  She had 4 grandchildren and 13 great grandchildren. 
  Dorothy Maxwell moved to Louisville from Sarasota, Florida 
about 12 years ago so she could be close to her family.  She 
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attended Southeast Christian Church.  Southeast with its 
26,000 members was a much larger church than any she had 
previously attended, but she enjoyed attending church with her 
family and hearing the outstanding music plus attending the 
Christmas and Easter Pageants.  Dave Stone, one of the 
preaching ministers who had visited Dorothy when she was in 
the hospital performed the service and David Brooks sang two 
of her favorite songs. 
  George Townsend Underhill, Sr. (Tod) who was Dorothy’s 
husband for 52 years, served for a number of years as 
President of the Underhill Society of America and during this 
time Tod and Dot traveled all over the United States, Canada, 
and England visiting with Underhills and promoting the 
Society.  Dorothy always dreamed of the Underhill Society 
having a museum so the Society could display their large 
collection of historic family documents.  In her will she left a 
gift of $15,000 which she hoped would be the start of a 
campaign to build a museum. 
  Her interment is planned for June 26th in a plot next to her 
husband, G. Townsend Underhill, Sr. in the Underhill Burying 
Ground.    See the Underhill Genealogy, Vol. 7, p. 410 for the 
family lineage. 
  A poem written and read by her grandson Jeff was part of the 
celebration service.  The poem follows: 
 

A TOAST TO OUR BELOVED MEMA  
 
Born in 1905, 
In my mind – you are always alive. 
 
As a chemistry major at Cornell, 
And a ballroom belle, 
 
You married a swimmer from Penn, 
And created two young men. 
 
And because of George and Bob, 
We now have this whole mob. 
 
In 1925, you began a great tradition, 
To nourish a healthy family condition. 
 
In Vermont on a beautiful lake, 
East summer – warm memories we make. 
 
From an evening of spirited putt-putt, 
To the morning with a fresh jelly doughnut. 
 
The excitement each year to record in the doorway our new 
height, 
And melt smores in the fireplace at night. 
 
Forcing your grandkids to each codfish for breakfast seemed 
extreme, 
But you soothed us with maple sugar candy and sticky buns 
from Dog Team. 

 
Predictably you would say – “until you arrived we’ve had no 
rain, 
And that was the first mosquito of the season to cause pain”. 
I still remember your funny swim cap, 
And your old-fashioned cocktail as a nightcap. 
 
So many memories fill my mind, 
Of the ways you were so kind. 
 
You sent each of us articles from Readers Digest, 
Which I would read in case of a test. 
 
With me as judge, 
You made the very best fudge. 
 
You were a lead foot driver, off in a flash, 
Though you could barely see over the dash. 
 
From the cold winters, you and Grandpa did flee, 
To the sunny shores of Long Boat Key. 
 
You encouraged us to travel and experience distant places, 
But to appreciate our home with friendly faces. 
 
You educated our palates and created “Gourmet Travels With 
Dot and Tod’, 
But at breakfast I never want any more cod. 
 
You took the whole clan to Granada for a memorable 
Christmas holiday, 
I can still smell the nutmeg even today. 
 
Now you have moved on to a better place, 
But the thought of you will always bring a smile to my face. 
 
As it is St. Patrick’s Day, 
There is one last thing I must say. 
 
THREE CHEERS FOR MEMA 
HIP-HIP-HOORAY 

AND 
HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY!!! 
 
 

PEOPLE ARE LOOKING 
 
  The following requests for help were received by the Society.  
Anyone able to help is asked to contact the person listed 
directly. 
 
Rebecca Walch – walchfamilyut@comcast.net 
  I am researching my gggg grandfather, Stephen Sands.  I 
don’t know who his parents were.  Stephen was a Loyalist 
during the Revolutionary War.  According to the British 
Archives website, Stephen was born in 1761 in Connecticut 
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and his military service began in 1776.  Stephen first shows up 
on the muster rolls of Captain Robert McCrea’s company of 
Queen’s Rangers in 1780.  Stephen went to New Brunswick 
after the War. 
  I am currently trying to determine if my gggg grandfather, 
Stephen Sands, is the grandson that Jeremiah Dodge mentions 
in his 31 March 1774  Will:  “I, Jeremiah Dodge of Cow 
Nect… leave to my daughter, Phebe Underhill, ½ of my 
movable estate on condition that Samuel Underhill first pays 
to my estate oe5 which he oweth to me.  And that oe5 is to be 
paid to my grandson, Stephen Sands, when of age.” 
  I would like to find out more about Samuel and Phebe Dodge 
Underhill.  Any help or suggestions would be greatly 
appreciated.  My gggg grandfather is not listed in Malcolm 
Sands Wilson’s book Descendants of James Sands of Block 
Island.  Stephen’s son, also named Stephen Sands, was born in 
Rhode Island about 1778 according to the 1850 Easton Grant, 
Maine census.  The first muster roll including Stephen Sands 
name is dated 24 June 1780 to 24 August 1780 and includes 
the notation “joined 15 Jul**returned from desertion.”  I’ve 
always wondered if Stephen was away from his regiment 
because of something to do with his family.  So, it is 
interesting to note that Jeremiah Dodge’s Will was proved 11 
May 1780. 
  William Underhill died in Wickham, New Brunswick in 
1813 according to the Gagetown death records at the Queens 
County NB website.  At Rootsweb, there is an entry for 
William Underhill which states his parents were Thomas and 
Phebe Davenport Underhill of Westchester; his spouse was 
mary Sutton; he was a Loyalist and he served as a Captain in 
the Queen’s Rangers.  Sincere Jeremiah Dodge was married to 
Elizabeth Sutton, the sister of Robert, and Jeremiah mentions 
his daughter Mary Davenport, I am thinking William the 
Loyalist was connected to Jeremiah Dodge, the grandfather of 
Stephen Sands. 
 
Nancy Erickson, nancye@seanet.com 
  I’d like to know how I can get access to J. H. Morrison’s 
book, The Underhills of Warwickshire.  I’ve tried libraries and 
the internet with no success so far.   
  To this inquiry a reply was forwarded which said, as follows:  
The Society published an Annual Report from 1893 through 
1937, an annual historical Bulletin since 1954, and a semi-
annual newsletter News and Views since 1970.  The following 
books have been published by or for the Society:  Newes From 
America by Capt. John Underhill (reprint) 1902, 1951, 1972; 
Underhill Burying Ground by D. H. and F. J. Underhill, 1926; 
Underhills of Warwickshire by John H. Morrison, 1932; John 
Underhill Captain of New England and New Netherlands by 
Henry C. Shelley, 1932; and the Underhill Genealogy, Vols. I-
IV edited by Josephine C. Frost, 1932, Vols. V-VI by Edwin 
R. Deats and Harry Macy, Jr., 1980 and Vols. VII and VIII by 
Carl J. Underhill. 
  To this inquiry further reply has been made, as follows:  The 
Society’s Archives in Oyster By, NY, has a copy of 
Morrison’s Underhills of Warwickshire available for 

consultation by appointment with the Archivist.  There are 
copies of the book in specialized research libraries to include 
the reference division of the New York Public Library in 
Manhattan.  A periodic check of www.abebooks.com is a 
good site for used books.   
 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT-2004 
Underhill Society of America, Inc. 

 
Receipts 
  Membership (Dues)  $6,297.00 
  Dividends (Exxon)      3,392.00 
  Interest on Business Checking        14.39 
  Heritage Corner Sales    2,695.50 
  Underhill Genealogy Vols. 5-6      127.00 
  Donations        135.00 
  Treasury Direct Interest       150.64 
   Total               $12,711.53 
Expenses 
  News and Views  $2,246.28 
  Postage/Office Supplies       854.81 
  Accountant        380.00 
  Genealogist          53.28 
  Website        391.41 
  Heritage Corner Costs       939.89 
  Annual Meeting        345.96 
  Bank Fees and Charges         64.00 
 Total   $5,275.63 
Account Reconciliation 
  Balance 1-1-04              $10,582.32 
  Receipts                12,711.53 
  Disbursements    5,275.63 
  Balance 12-31-04             $18,018.22 
 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT-2--4 
EDUCATION AND PUBLISHING FUND  

 
Receipts 
  NY Genealogical and Biographic Trust $18,090.07 
  Interest on Business Checking Account          21.51 
  Treasury Bill Accumulated Interest     2,005.02 
  Treasury Bill – Redeemed    10,000.00 
 Total    $30,116.60 
Expenses 
 
  Townsend Society House  $3,300.00 
  Archivist     5,796.80 
  Archival Supplies       426.71 
  Underhill Bulletin    1,889.95 
  News and Views       819.02 
  Bank Service Charge           7.15 
 Total               $12,239.63 
Account Reconciliation 
  Balance 1-1-04               $  7,892.48 
  Receipts   30,116.60 
  Expenses   12,239.63 
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  Balance 12-31-04  25,769.45 
FAMILY NEWS 

 

 
JOHN GABRIEL UNDERHILL 
BETHANEY ANN (HESS) UNDERHILL 
 
  “Gabe” and his bride were married August 14, 2004 in 
Warrenton, VA.  Bethaney was born June 16, 1976 in 
Richland (Buchanan Co.), VA and is the daughter of Jimmy 
Denver Hess and Sharon Beth Jackson.  Gabe and his bride 
are both police officers in Virginia.  He is a child of Ronald 
Wayne Underhill whose lineage is reported in Vol. 7 of the 
Underhill Genealogy, p. 630. 
 

LITTLE KNOWN 
 
  The following article(titled “Facets of Interest”) appeared in 
the August 1964 issue of the Bulletin, published by the 
Education and Publishing Fund of the Underhill Society. 
 
  “Many Underhill descendants today are not aware that the 
late Mr. William Rockefeller was an Honorary Member of our 
Family Society, being entered on the rolls as Member #128.  
This little known fact is disclosed in a recent review of the 
membership records of the Society for the year of 1903. 
  “Mr. William Rockefeller was younger brother of Mr. John 
D. Rockefeller and the two were associated closely through 
their lifetime in the various Standard Oil Companies and in 
other business enterprises.  Mr. William Rockefeller had a 
town house in New York City at 54th Street and Fifth Avenue; 
a country residence at Tarrytown, Westchester County, New 
York; and Adirondack summer residence “Bay Pond” near 
Upper St. Regis Lake; and a “cottage” at the fabulous Jekyll 
Island Club, Georgia. 

  “It is interesting to note that Mr. William Rockefeller was a 
Director, amongst others, of the Consolidated Gas (now 
Edison) Company of New York; of the United States Trust 
Company (New York); of the National City Bank (New 
York); of the Hanover National Bank (New York); of the New 
York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad; of the Delaware, 
Lackawanna, and Western Railroad; and of the Chicago, 
Minneapolis, St. Paul & Pacific Railway.” 
 

CORRESPONDENCE AND SUCH 
 
Some thoughts by Carl J. Underhill 
 
  Ever since the latest volumes of the Underhill Genealogy 
were published in 2002 it has been noticed that there has been 
a distinct drop in the frequency and number of letters to the 
Society.  People used to write with questions about a family 
line or a genealogical question.  Why is that? 
  While the Society relies on email and the website, we want to 
urge members to continue to let us know of family news (e. g., 
births, deaths, marriages) and any other activity worthy of 
recording in the annals of the Underhill Society. 
  The monumental task of compiling the volumes published in 
2002 was the result of the accumulation of over 20-years 
worth of family lineage reports and data furnished to the 
Society.  It was not an easy task to organize the data.  The use 
of computers in getting the data organized was a significant 
aspect to the successful project.  It would be wise however, as 
we look to the future, to remember that genealogy happens all 
the time.  It is so much easier to provide updates and data as it 
happens. 
  Anyone with an idea as to the next genealogical publication 
the Society might consider in the future is asked to provide 
that to the Board.  What computer program should be used for 
the safe storage and organization of data (given the format of 
our genealogical books already in print)? Should the 
genealogy continue with future volumes just as first 8 volumes 
were formatted and published? 
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9 Valley View Lane, South Deerfield, MA 01373 
413-665-4094 Bunderhill@channing-bete.com 
 
Genealogist – Hans Hammer 
PO Box 58, Gainesville, GA 30503-0058 
770-532-0558   hans.git-fit@juno.com 
Chairman of the Board - George T. Underhill, Jr. 
5101 Underhill Ct., Louisville, KY 40207-6102 
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johncat@verizon.net 
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